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Doctrine of Prayer

People Who Pray

1. The Christian is a person of many high privileges. Life is not all doom and gloom. He has many
sweet privileges that the unbeliever never has.

 The Christian has the privilege of going to the Bible and reading God's love letter to his
heart.

 The Christian has the privilege of going to church and hearing a gospel sermon that will
help him to lead a better life.

 The Christian has the privilege of fellowshipping with the finest people on earth—the
people of God.

 The Christian has the privilege of helping others as a Good Samaritan.

 The Christian has the privilege of serving in the only army that will be forever victorious.

2. The privilege of prayer must not be neglected for there is powers in prayer.

 There is the power of what a person is. It was a dark and gloomy day in Boston. The next
day a reporter wrote these words in the paper "It was a dark and gloomy day yesterday.
Then Philip Brooks walked through our office and the sun began to shine." Oh, the power
of a Christian life! Has anyone's day been made brighter by your life? Does anyone want to
live for Christ because they have seen Him living in you?

 There is the power of what a person says. Just think of the power that men have spoken for
good or evil. During the days of the great depression Franklin Roosevelt gave American's
hope by reminding them that "the only thing we have to fear is, fear itself." Later, when the
winds of war blew in Europe, Winston Churchill held the nation of England together during
the dark days of WWII. When Hitler threatened to invade the island, Churchill went on the
radio and roused the people by saying, “We will never give up. We will never surrender. We
will fight on the beach. We will fight in the streets. We will fight from house to house but we
will never give up.” The only Englishman the mad dictator of Germany ever feared was the
resolve and rhetoric of this Prime Minister. Then there are the warm words of Jesus Christ
Himself calling sinners to salvation. “Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden
and I will give you rest.” There is power in what a person says.

 There is the power in what a person does. Jesus "went about doing good" and that gave Him
a mighty power among the people. Billy Graham wanted to be a big league baseball player.
God wanted him to be an evangelist. Because he followed God, Billy Graham has been
given tremendous power and influence.
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3. Surely man's greatest power is the power of prayer. It has been said that "Satan trembles when
he sees the weakest saint upon his knees."

4. Kingdoms have been won, souls have been saved, churches have been built, lives have been
blessed and changed because of prayer. The sick have been healed and prodigals have been
brought home because of prayer. Prayer has worked many marvelous events. To encourage
hearts in this area, the Bible contains many promises concerning prayer.

 The first promise of prayer is that sins will be forgiven. 1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
David sinned greatly. How did he find peace? He prayed for forgiveness in Psalm 51:1-3
and he received it. Psalms 51:1 To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David, when Nathan the
prophet came unto him, after he had gone in to Bath-she'-ba Have mercy upon me, O God,
according to thy loving-kindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot
out my transgressions. 2 Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my
sin. 3 For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me.

 The second promise of prayer is that wisdom will be supplied. James 1:5 If any of you lack
wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall
be given him.

 Divine healing is associated with the third promise of prayer. James 5:14 Is any sick among
you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him
with oil in the name of the Lord: 15 And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord
shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.

 The fourth promise of prayer is that daily needs will be met. Philippians 4:6 Be careful for
nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests
be made known unto God.

 A fifth promise of prayer is that covenants will be honored as per Jeremiah 33:3. “Call unto
me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest
not.” Dr. George W. Truett was preaching on the promise of Matthew 18 in a revival
service. During the time of the invitation a woman stood up and asked for all to hear. "Dr.
Truett. Do you believe what you just preached?" "Yes I do," he replied. "Then will you
covenant together with me that my husband will be saved during these preaching services?"
Dr. Truett confesses that he was stunned for the moment with the boldness of the request.
Suddenly, a man stood up and said by faith, "I will covenant together with you in prayer to
believe that your husband will be saved." The strangers met together at the altar to pray.
The next night the woman brought her husband but he was not saved. However, the day
after, while the pastor was in his study, there came a knock on the door. It was the unsaved
husband on his way to work. But first, he had to find out what he must do to be saved.
Covenants will be honored when people pray in the will of the Lord.

5. With the promises of God so plain and precious why do Christians not pray more? Perhaps
more encouragement is needed. If so, consider the following.
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 First, pray in order to get things from God. This may seem selfish but it is the Lord's own
method. Study the prayers of the Bible and you will see how much asking there is. Jesus
gave us the "model prayer." In five verses there are six requests.

Matthew 6:9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name. 10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.
11 Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. Dr. John R. Rice wrote a wonderful book called
Prayer: Asking And Receiving. The song writer encourages us to sing

“What a friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear!

What a privilege to carry,
Everything to God in prayer!

O what peace we often forfeit,
O what needless pain we bear,
All because we do not carry

Everything to God in prayer!”

 Second, pray in order to prevent worry. Philippians 4:6 Be careful for nothing; but in every
thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto
God. "I would no more worry than I would curse or swear," said John Wesley. Psa. 34:6
records that, "This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his
troubles."

 Third, pray so you can keep in close touch with God. When we are near someone, we can
fellowship with them. But time and distance makes us forgetful. The same is true with God.
But remember this, if God seems far away, you moved.

6. Someone might ask why prayers are not answered. That is a legitimate inquiry and can be
responded to Scripturally.

 Prayers are not answered because they are not offered. James 4:2 Ye lust, and have not: ye
kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask
not. Henry Ford had a friend in the insurance business, but one day Mr. Ford bought a
million-dollar policy from another insurance agent. His friend called and asked why. Mr.
Ford replied, "You didn't ask me!"

 Prayers are not answered because there is a wrong motive. James 4:3 Ye ask, and receive
not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts. The Lord is interested in
what we ask for and why we ask for things. Our hearts are to be guided by holy motives
with God's glory in view.
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 Prayers are not answered because there is a wrong spirit in our hearts. Psalms 66:18 If I
regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me. Bitterness, jealousy, and hatred will
poison the fragrance of prayer.

 Prayers are not answered because the Christian is not abiding in Christ and keeping His
commandments. John 15:7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what
ye will, and it shall be done unto you.

 Prayers are not answered because the Lord sees the prayer is not sincere and is not earnest
enough. Moses cried out, "Answer my plea for Israel or blot me out of Thy book!" Jacob
said, "I will not let thee go unless you bless me." John Knox said, "Give me Scotland or I
die!" The Bible says, "The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much"
(James 5:16).

 Prayers are not answered because it is not believed that the prayers will be answered.
Sometimes, because God has a sense of humor He might just go ahead and answer our
prayer despite unbelief, as He did in the case of the saints who were praying for the release
of Peter from prison. But they did not really believe it was going to happen despite the fact
that the apostle was banging on the front door of the house!

 Prayers are not answered because there is a lack of submission to the known will of God.

Conclusion

We must always pray in the right spirit with the confidence that God wants to answer our prayers
for the sake of His own dear Son. In the Civil War a well-to-do couple lost their only son. Their
sorrow was overwhelming. They shut themselves up with their grief and refused to see anyone.
One day a young man rang their doorbell and asked to see them. The butler told him that they
would see no one, that they had suffered a great loss.

The young man pulled a letter out of his pocket and said, "Take this to them." The butler carried
the letter in to the couple. The man trembled as he saw the handwriting on the letter. "Look
mother," he said, "this is our son's handwriting."

He read the letter with trembling hands and quivering lips and this is what it said: "Dear father
and mother. The man who brings you this letter was my best friend in the army. He helped me on
many occasions. Now in what I believe will be my last hours he is with me. If he ever comes your
way, give him the best you have, for your son's sake."

You know what that couple did, don't you? They took that young man in and gave him the best
they had, for their son's sake. Our Father in heaven is rich, He holds the wealth of the world in His
hands. He has all we need and is ready and willing to supply those needs. So come now and call
upon Him and He'll give you the best He has for His Son's sake.
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Special Note.

Jesus gave us the "model prayer." In five verses there are seven requests. Matthew 6:9 After this
manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 10 Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

Matthew 6:9-13

After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven,

 First request. Hallowed be thy name.

 Second request. Thy kingdom come.

 Third request Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.

 Fourth request. Give us this day our daily bread.

 Fifth request. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

 Sixth request. And lead us not into temptation,

 Seventh request but deliver us from evil:

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.


