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Doctrine of Prayer

Basic Principles of Prayer

1. There are many ways to learn how to pray more effectively.

 Listening to others pray is a way of learning to pray well. Children naturally repeat and
incorporate into their soul the speech and manners of their parents.

 Asking to be taught by a religious person is effective. John taught his disciples to pray
and the disciples of Christ asked Him to teach them to pray.

 Studying the Scriptures to learn what the Bible teaches on the subject of prayer can
enhance the prayer life for there are principles of prayer.

2. Prayer is to be made to God who is to be feared and trusted.

 Daniel 9:4 And I prayed unto the LORD my God, and made my confession, and said, O
Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him,
and to them that keep his commandments.

3. Though God is to be feared when we pray, we can remember the love of God that wants the
best for us, the wisdom of God that knows what is best for us and the power of God that can
accomplish it.

4. Prayer involves confession of specific sins. Some of the sins, which Daniel confessed
included: rebellion and neglect of the prophets who had been maligned, mocked and
murdered (2 Chronicles 36:16). Confession must be the language of our own conviction. The
exceeding sinfulness of sin must be realized.

 Daniel 9:5 We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and
have rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments: 6 Neither
have we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which spake in thy name to our kings,
our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land.

 Daniel 9:10 Neither have we obeyed the voice of the LORD our God, to walk in his laws,
which he set before us by his servants the prophets. 11 Yea, all Israel have transgressed
thy law, even by departing, that they might not obey thy voice; therefore the curse is
poured upon us, and the oath that is written in the law of Moses the servant of God,
because we have sinned against him.

5. Prayer includes praise.

 Daniel 9:4 And I prayed unto the LORD my God, and made my confession, and said, O
Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him,
and to them that keep his commandments.
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6. Prayer is based upon a covenant relationship.

 Daniel 9:4 And I prayed unto the LORD my God, and made my confession, and said, O
Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him,
and to them that keep his commandments.

7. Prayer acknowledges the justice of God.

 Daniel 9:7 O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of faces, as
at this day; to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto all Israel,
that are near, and that are far off, through all the countries whither thou hast driven
them, because of their trespass that they have trespassed against thee. 8 O Lord, to us
belongeth confusion of face, to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, because we
have sinned against thee.

8. Prayer appeals to the Divine attributes of mercy and forgiveness.

 Daniel 9:9 To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we have
rebelled against him;

9. Prayer reminds God of the desperation of a given situation.

 Daniel 9:12 And he hath confirmed his words, which he spake against us, and against
our judges that judged us, by bringing upon us a great evil: for under the whole heaven
hath not been done as hath been done upon Jerusalem.

10. Prayer remembers Scripture.

 Daniel 9:12 And he hath confirmed his words, which he spake against us, and against
our judges that judged us, by bringing upon us a great evil: for under the whole heaven
hath not been done as hath been done upon Jerusalem.

10. Prayer perceives the hardness of the heart.

 Daniel 9:13 As it is written in the law of Moses, all this evil is come upon us: yet made
we not our prayer before the LORD our God, that we might turn from our iniquities, and
understand thy truth.

11. In prayer it is remembered that there is a consequence to sin.

 Daniel 9:14 Therefore hath the LORD watched upon the evil, and brought it upon us: for
the LORD our God is righteous in all his works which he doeth: for we obeyed not his
voice.
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12. In the act of prayer hope is found for Divine Deliverance.

 Daniel 9:15 And now, O Lord our God, that hast brought thy people forth out of the land
of Egypt with a mighty hand, and hast gotten thee renown, as at this day; we have sinned,
we have done wickedly.

13. Prayer pleads for grace and reminds God of His honor before others.

 Daniel 9:16 O Lord, according to all thy righteousness, I beseech thee, let thine anger
and thy fury be turned away from thy city Jerusalem, thy holy mountain: because for our
sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and thy people are become a
reproach to all that are about us.

14. Prayer longs for peace so that face-to-face fellowship can be restored.

 Daniel 9:17 Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of thy servant, and his
supplications, and cause thy face to shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the
Lord's sake.

15. True prayer is characterized by passion.

 Daniel 9:18 O my God, incline thine ear, and hear; open thine eyes, and behold our
desolations, and the city which is called by thy name: for we do not present our
supplications before thee for our righteousnesses, but for thy great mercies. 19 O Lord,
hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for thine own sake, O my God:
for thy city and thy people are called by thy name.


