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A Brief Biography of a Believer
In 1967, Zondervan Publishing House gave to the Christian community a remarkable

book written by Stan Thomas, a former Jehovah Witness. In his book, Jehovah Witness And
What They Believe, Mr. Thomas is able to speak from the perspective of an “insider.” Though
converted to Christ at the age of 14, while living in his native land of England, Stan Thomas
moved with his family to Windsor, Ontario. Like so many others, Thomas was contacted by
members of the Jehovah Witnesses during their regular house to house visitation.

Unlike so many others, the youthful Thomas was drawn to the zeal of the messengers and
the hope of the message that was offered. Committing himself to a new cause, Thomas became
an active member of the movement. Growing in maturity, when he moved to Toronto, he was
appointed to a number of WatchTower opportunities, including that of being an official
representative before the general public. Thomas was finally assigned the position of a
congregational “Ministry School Servant” which involved the task of teaching public speaking
and biblical exposition to all male members of the local congregations of Jehovah Witnesses.

In the providence of God and according to divine mercy, God began to place certain
intellectual doubts before Stan Thomas as to the authenticity of some of the WatchTower
Societies arguments. The Holy Spirit began to illuminate his heart so that Stan Thomas wanted
true truth. He realized that he would have to study the Scriptures more objectively and without
the aid of the publications of the Society. As a result of a brave adventure into intellectual truth
and honest biblical investigation within a historical context Stan Thomas was overwhelmed with
two things. First, the basic teachings of the Jehovah Witnesses were in grave error. Second, Jesus
Christ is the resurrected Lord and Savior of souls. Jesus is the Son of God who was brought back
from among the dead in a physical but glorified body.

Four Descriptive Words
In the Foreword to Jehovah Witness and what they Believe Reverend E. L. Simmons of

Toronto Bible College says that “There are four key words to describe this book written by Stan
Thomas, about Jehovah witnesses.” The four words are honesty, concern, conciliatory, and
interesting. As a former member of the Jehovah Witnesses for many years, Stan Thomas is able
to demonstrate that some of the charges against the Witnesses are without proper foundation. His
honesty compels him to present the Witnesses as they are, and not as their opponents
characterize them to be.



That Stan Thomas would expose the message and methods of the Witnesses to the public
reflects his concern for the salvation of their souls. An evangelical spirit burns in his heart for
those still in spiritual darkness much like Paul had for the Jews when he wrote in Romans 10:1
“Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved.” Stan
Thomas is concerned that souls be saved.

Because of his concern for the spiritual welfare of the Witnesses, Stan Thomas has
written a book that is conciliatory in nature. While there is no easy way to say some things
without being offensive, for light must dispel the darkness, there is a spirit of gentleness that is
pervasive in the style of writing according to the will of the Lord. “Brethren, if a man be
overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness;
considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted” (Gal. 6:1).

Those who know little about the Witnesses will find this particular work not only
informative but also interesting. Those Witnesses who might, in the will of the Lord, be willing
to ask why one of their own left the movement, will find the work interesting for it is
characteristic of cult members to exclaim when confronted with the facts, “I never knew that.”
Despite the fact that this work was written 33 years ago, it is still culturally relevant today.

The Division of Labor
The content of Jehovah’s Witnesses And What They Believe is divided into two major

parts. In the first division four chapters provide a historical summary of the Witnesses. After the
Witnesses are introduced and their zeal for personal salvation established, the facts and fiction
surrounding Charles Taze Russell are set forth. Then the great transition of men and movements
from Russell to the present day is traced.

In the second division eight chapters explores specific doctrinal concerns including what
the Witnesses teach about Jehovah, the Trinity, everlasting life, hell, the second coming, blood
transfusion, what constitutes the Church of God, and finally eschatology or things to come.

The Way of Salvation for Jehovah’s Witnesses
The figures surrounding the growth of Jehovah’s Witnesses are impressive by any

objective standard. In July of 1879, the Bible Students (Jehovah’s Witnesses were then called)
published a magazine entitled Zion’s Watch Tower and Herald of Christ’s Presence. Only 6,000
copies were printed. Today, The Watchtower is regularly printed at the rate of several million
copies twice each month in more than sixty-six different languages and dialects.

But the success of The Watchtower magazine tells only part of the story of Jehovah’s
Witnesses. There is more to the organization than a paper for the people not only subscribe to the
magazine they spent several hours each week going house-to-house, making return calls, and
conducting “Bible studies” in the homes of interested persons. And the question arises as to why.
Why do so many sincere, warm, kindhearted, well meaning, friendly people engage in fervent
religious activity? The answer is not hard to discover.

The Jehovah’s Witnesses seek, not only the personal salvation of others, they seek to save
themselves through good works. Good works remain the way of salvation for Jehovah’s
Witnesses for the apostolic doctrine (Acts 11:26) of salvation by grace through faith alone (Eph.
2:8,9) is rejected. The Jehovah’s Witnesses, while believing that they believe the gospel, have no
personal experience of saving faith. Jesus said in John 5:24 “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He
that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not



come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.” Salvation from sin unto eternal life
comes when a person hears the word and believes.

In contrast to the Scriptures, the Watchtower Society teaches a salvation by works
righteousness when they say “Keeping friendship with God requires that we practice
righteousness and that we serve him wholeheartedly (Psalm 15:1,2). During May, as Jehovah’s
Witnesses render such service, they will offer to all persons the book, Let God Be True, with a
booklet, on a contribution of 50 cents.” [Quoted from The Watchtower for May 15, 1963, page
320] Personal righteousness, activity in God’s service, and energetic witnessing replaces the
imputed righteousness of Christ given to all who hear His word and believe.

The next time you visit with a Jehovah’s Witness ask the Witness whether or not he or
she has been born again. The answer will inevitably be “No.” Ask the Witness if he or she has at
the present moment eternal life. Again the answer will be a negative one.

Who are the Jehovah’s Witnesses? They are well meaning people, gracious in the face of
opposition, who do not believe that salvation is by grace through faith alone apart from human
merit. They believe in a work’s righteousness for salvation and so they remain in need of the
gospel themselves.

The Facts and the Fiction
The name of Charles Taze Russell is intertwined with the name Jehovah’s Witnesses for

it was his wit and wisdom, it was his personality and points of view that established this modern
day organization which has departed from the historic faith of the Christian Church and doctrinal
truth. Of course the Jehovah’s Witnesses do not think of themselves as being a new religion.
There is a ready reply when they are asked how the Watchtower religion got its start. The answer
will be along these lines:

“Many people think of the Witnesses as a new religion. But this is not so. From the time
of Adam’s son Abel, God has had His faithful witnesses on earth. And when Jesus Christ came,
bringing with him the New Covenant, Jehovah God’s witnesses were gathered together in true
worship, as they had been long before under Moses. As witnesses for God, whose name is
Jehovah, the early Christians of the first century were ‘Jehovah’s witnesses.’

But shortly after the death of the apostles the Early Church, repeating the pattern of
Israel of old, fell into apostasy and the light of truth was lost to it. From that time onward until
the latter part of the nineteenth century, only a few faithful persons, like Israel’s prophets,
succeeded in maintaining true worship. These constituted a thin line of Jehovah’s witnesses
down through the centuries.

Now, time prophecy in the Bible, reveals that Christ’s return was due to take place,
invisibly, in October of 1914. Consequently, toward the close of the nineteenth century God
began once more to draw His true witnesses together into a united band of people. His purpose
in doing so was for the accomplishment of that great act so often promised in Scripture, the final
world wide witness-the preaching of the true Gospel of the Kingdom to all nations—during the
time know as the world’s end.

In order to have this great work performed, God selected a conscientious student of His
Word, a man named Charles Taze Russell, and began to open his spiritual eyes of understanding
to many truths long veiled in the pages of the Bible. He caused this young man to form a Bible
study group and made that group the nucleus of a soon-to-be-gathered crowd of people from the
four corners of the earth who would be attracted by the message of Truth. From that day to this
Jehovah God has continued to bless these people—Jehovah’s Witnesses—by steadily increasing



their numbers and strength, and by progressively revealing to them the vital truths of His Word
so long hidden under the false doctrines of Christendom’s bogus Christianity.”

While Jehovah’s Witnesses sincerely embrace the concepts presented here, it would not
be wrong to ask “On what basis does the Watchtower Society claim that it was God’s intention
that early Christianity and the Christian Church as founded by Christ should die out ‘shortly
after the death of the apostles?’” And even more importantly, “Did Russell’s beliefs, which still
form the center of the Watchtower doctrinal system, come to him as the result of God ‘opening
his spiritual eyes of understanding to many truths long veiled in the pages of the Bible’—or did
those beliefs come to him in a much less supernatural manner?”

To find the answer, the period prior to the birth of Charles Taze Russell must be
understood. Before Russell was born in 1852 (d. 1916), William Miller, a Baptist farmer, began
to teach that Jesus Christ was going to return to earth on April 18, 1844. Though the Lord did not
appear the Second Adventists as the new movement became know, did not dissolve. However,
they did fragment. Those who remained loyal to William Miller’s “prophetic timetable” insisted
that Christ did come in 1844, in a spiritual sense.

Those who believed that Miller had erred looked to 1874 as being the correct time for the
Lord’s Second Coming. Two congregations in particular embraced the 1874 date. One was
located in Allegheny, Pennsylvania and the other was in Rochester, New York. It was as a
seventeen-year-old boy that Charles Taze Russell came in contact with the congregation of
Adventist in Allegheny, Pennsylvania (c. 1869). That is important to understand for many of
Russell’s teachings are not his own. They are rooted in and influenced by the beliefs of the
Second Day Adventists, which teach five basic doctrines. The doctrines are:

 There is no hell of punishment for the wicked.
 There is no conscious existence after the death of the body.
 The true destiny of mankind is everlasting life on earth.
 The end of the world is imminent.
 After His Second Coming and the great judgment of the world, Christ will resurrect

those asleep in the grave and will restore the earth to its original sinless perfection for
an eternal home for man.

The influence of Adventism on Russell and thus the Witnesses is significant for the
discovery is made that the whole religious movement is based upon a lie, the lie of failed
prophecy. Russell, as a student of the Adventist movement believed that Jesus was coming again
in 1878. To that end, though still a young man himself, he began to teach and to try to prepare
people for the end.

One thing in particular that Russell did in 1877 at the age of 25 was to invite the ministers
of Pittsburgh and Allegheny to come hear him speak. Russell wanted to unite the churches
behind his beliefs in order to preach “the Gospel of the Kingdom in the entire world for a
witness.” The ministers of the two cities came to Russell’s lecture—but were not convinced of
his arguments. His talk of an “invisible presence” only placed his claims under deeper suspicion.

As a result of the meeting of the ministers in 1877, Russell found a new enemy to hate
and to encourage others to hate: organized mainstream, denominational religion. If they would
not join him in preaching the end of the world, Russell and his small congregation would go it
alone and wait for the day of Christ. Jesus was going to come 3 ½ years after October of 1874.



Jesus would definitely return in 1878. And though it was 1877 and the ministers had rejected the
opportunity to preach the gospel, eternity was just ahead.

And then, the Jewish 14th of Nisan of 1878 passed; Jesus did not return—and Charles
Taze Russell did not blink an eye. He remained unfazed. What he did in the face of false
prophecy was typical of date setters, he just picked another arrival date for the Lord—farther in
the future this time. Meanwhile, having inherited the wealth of his father, Russell, in 1879, made
three important decisions:

 He would start a magazine of his own called Zion’s Watch Tower and Herald of
Christ’s Presence. The first issue of 6,000 copies appeared in July, 1879.

 He would sell out his business interests to his father’s prosperous drapery business.
He would use the money to form an organization of his own.

 He would marry Maria Ackley, a member of his group.

With the birth of the Watchtower publication, Russell’s Bible Students came into their
own and separated from other Adventists. “Pastor” Russell, as he now called himself, taking
advantage of the failed prophecies, presented himself as an EXPOSER of Second Adventism. As
a substitute for the beliefs of the Adventist, Russell revealed his own beliefs regarding “time-
prophecy” and other matters. Before he was through, a six-volume set would be needed to
contain his Studies in the Scriptures.

An examination of the large body of material reveals that there is much that is profitable
to consider, according to Stan Thomas. “Even today Russell’s writings make interesting reading
and contain many true observations about the Bible, man, sin, the condition of the Church and
other things. His defense of the divine inspiration of the Bible is one of the best I have read.”

The Personal Life of “Pastor” Russell
While the ministry grew worldwide, the personal life of Pastor Russell became very

questionable.

 Domestic. His wife Maria, separated herself from her husband and filed for legal
separation. In 1906 the case came to trial, but it was NOT a divorce proceeding. She
was asked if she accused her husband of adultery and she answered, “No.” And so the
truth of the matter is that Charles Taze Russell should NOT be remembered as a
divorced adulterer, as many of his critics have charged him to be.

 Distributor. The sell of “Miracle Wheat” has also been a problem for Russell.
“Miracle Wheat” refers to a discovery in 1904 by a Virginia farmer, who had not
connection with the Watchtower Society who found a fantastic strain of wheat on his
land with an average of 142 heads per stalk! A US Government agricultural inspector
was sent to examine the strain, he wrote up a full report. The newspapers got hold of
the story and so it came to Russell’s attention. He saw it as a preview of millennial
blessings and wrote about it in his paper.



Of course, the Bible Students of the Society believed that the reign of Christ had
already begun in 1873! (not the near future as is presently taught). Anyway, two
students who read the “Pastor” article decided to make a contribution to the
Watchtower Society by donating thirty bushels of “Miracle Wheat” to be sold at a
reasonable rate. The market price of the day was $1.00 per pound, which Russell
asked for through The Watchtower. $1,800.00 profit was realized on this adventure,
though the strain itself, being gradually blended with other species, died out.

 Defender of Credentials. Charles Taze Russell has been accused of falsifying his
pastoral credentials. The accusation revolves around a case held in the Police Court at
Hamilton, Canada brought involving Russell’s alleged impersonation of an ordained
minister. The cross-examiner at the trial asked Russell if he knew the Greek language.
Unwisely, Russell said he did. When handed a Greek text of the Bible and asked to
translate it, Russell had to admit that he could not do. But in his defense, it can be
said that there is a sense in which his affirmative answer is acceptable for Russell did
have a knowledge in as far as he was able to use both Greek and Hebrew lexicons in
which he could look up the English meanings of words in those languages. As a
footnote, Russell did lose this case for it was brought by him against a minister of the
city of Hamilton who had published an offensive article against a Watchtower tract.
Russell took offense, sued, and lost.

The End is Near, Again
What ever his personal problems may have been, one of his greatest professional

concerns was the date he set for the return of Christ. The year was to be 1914. Believing that
Christ had come invisibly in 1874, Russell taught for years that the overthrow of the Gentile
power would take place in AD 1914. However, what Russell did not predict was a world war,
nor even a war in 1914. But he did look forward to the kingdom of God being established. When
the Lord did not come, the year 1916 was anticipated. And when that passed to, so did Charles
Taze Russell.

The Great Transition
Following the death of Charles Taze Russell in 1916, the Watchtower Society faced a

crisis in leadership. Finally, in January of 1917, the legal counsel of the Society, Joseph Franklin
Rutherford, was elected to take Russell’s place as president. A brusque type of person,
Rutherford wanted to push the society forward to the ends of the earth, and he was well suited to
do so.

Like many men of power, Rutherford enjoyed wearing a title and choose for himself,
“Judge Rutherford.” He has been accused of not deserving the title but there is a sense in which
he merited it. Here are the facts. Joseph Rutherford received a law academy education in the
State of Missouri. During the course of his studies he worked as a part-time court reporter.
Later, he spent two years reading the law under the tutorship of Judge E. L. Edwards, and then
became a full-time court reporter for another two years. At twenty-two he was called to the bar
of Missouri, and some time later he was appointed as Public Prosecutor in the state’s fourteenth
judicial district. It was in this capacity that Rutherford became, in a sense, a “judge” for when the
regular fourteenth judicial district’s judge came ill, Rutherford used to sit in as his substitute. In



fairness to Rutherford, Stan Thomas believes that he used the title “judge” to elevate the status of
the Society as a whole, and not for personal glory.

Unto all the World
To renew membership in the Watchtower Society and also because of personal

convictions, Rutherford embraced controversial issues including that of being a conscientious
objector. For most Americans, the arrest of Rutherford and seven other Watchtower officials on
May 7, 1918, was a patriotic act. The Witnesses were charged with treason for their energetic
and sustained attempt to persuade others to refuse military service. The government considered
such activity an act of sedition. The arrested officials, including Rutherford, were found guilty
and given a sentence of twenty years in jail.

Within the Watchtower society the blame for outrageous political and legal attention and
penal treatment received at the hands of government officials was laid at the feet of ministers of
the Church. Derogatory remarks were made against the Church in general and ministers in
particular by the Bible Students. The ministers of Christ were described as being the seed of
Satan, etc., while organized religion was represented as being an apostate, demonic, institution in
contrast to the “pure worship” of the Society members.

Of course the charges against Rutherford and the other officials were without legal
foundation. And while they suffered for their beliefs, there were great privileges they enjoyed
while awaiting the reversal of the decision.. On March 25, 1919, Rutherford and the others were
released.

Suffering for Jehovah
The ordeal of Rutherford for his convictions represented at the highest echelon of the

organization a spirit of martyrdom. The Witnesses would and did suffer for their beliefs. In Nazi
Germany for example, the Witnesses were arrested and put in prison camps. Prior to 1933
however, beginning in 1919, the Witnesses distributed 48 million Watchtower books and
booklet!

In America special laws were passed to stop the Witnesses from distributing their books
on Sunday and receiving a donation. The Witnesses openly defied these laws to spread the
gospel, as they understood it. There was a willingness to get arrested for the doctrines they
believed in. And when the individual cases came to trial, there was free publicity and usually,
vindication of their actions.

Effective Witnessing
One of the most effective techniques the Witnesses had to present their message was the

phonograph. The house-to-house preacher would carry with him a portable phonograph and
records containing short talks “by Judge Rutherford.” With permission by the householder, the
“publisher” would play a record on a doctrinal subject of particular interest and then answer any
questions that might be asked. Before leaving, Watchtower literature with distributed. By 1938 it
was estimated that 430,000 recorded talks were being played on more than 19,000 portable
phonographs. To stimulate general interest in the movement, “Information Marches” of the
thirties were organized. A record march was held in London in 1936. It was six miles long.



A Salvation of Works Righteousness
By the emphasis upon personal work through Bible Study, attending services, and door to

door presentation of their beliefs, the concept, was and is, implanted deeply in the minds of the
Witnesses of Jehovah that salvation is something to be earned or deserved (Eph. 2:8,9). But the
belief that salvation is based upon good deeds is not the only teaching that the Witnesses
embrace which is contrary to sound doctrine. There are other beliefs, which leaves them outside
the sphere of true saving grace and the historic Christians church.

Who is Jehovah?
A central doctrine of the Witnesses revolves around the name of God, “Jehovah.” The

Witnesses teach that this Hebrew word, denoted by the English letters JHVH or YHWH, occurs
no less that 6,823 times in the Old Testament. And they are correct.

In the Old Testament part of the KJV the words “God” and “Lord” often occur in capital
letters. The word in the original Hebrew is “Yahweh” which is “Jehovah” in the Anglicized
form. Concerning the name of Jehovah, the following observations can be made.

1. The name “Jehovah” was the greatest, highest, and holiest name known to the Jews of Old
Testament times.

2. It is possible that the name “Jehovah” was used by Abraham, the father of all Jews; but
certainly by Moses (Ex. 6:6,7).

3. Jehovah was everything to the Israelites (Isa. 33:22).

4. The name “Jehovah” distinguished the nation of Israel from the heathen nations round about
them (Isa. 42:8). Other gods might be called upon (Ezek. 8:14; 1 Cor. 8:5), but there is only
one true God and by His name could he be known, Jehovah, the living God.

5. With the passing of time the Greek language superseded Hebrew as the popular tongue.
Certain superstitions arose including the concept by the scribes and priests that the sacred
name of God could not be pronounced by unclean lips. For that reason the Greek words
“kyrios” (Lord) and “Theos” (God) began to be substituted for the sacred name, Jehovah.
The English Bible reflects this superstition for the Bible was translated largely from Greek
manuscripts of the Old Testament, which had “kyrios”, and “theos” in the place of
“Jehovah.”

6. However a difficulty arose in rendering this distinctive name by the popular nouns “Lord”
and “God” for there were many occasions where, right in the original Hebrew of the Old
Testament, the Almighty was called by those terms.

7. It became necessary to make a distinction between “Lord” and “God” as literal translations
from the original languages, and “Lord” and “God” as substitutes for “Jehovah” in the
originals.



8. The decision was made to render the two words as “Lord” and “God’ where they were
translated literally from the originals, and with capital letters as “LORD” and “GOD” when
translating as “Jehovah.”

9. In the New Testament manuscripts the name “Jehovah” does not appear in the originals
despite the Lord’s own deepest respect for the name of His Father (John 17:5).

A Conspiracy of Textual Corruption
Despite this academic reality regarding the name of God in the New Testament

manuscripts, the translators of the Watchtowers Society’s New World Translation of the Holy
Scriptures insist on using the name “Jehovah” not only when quoting the Old Testament
passages but in every other place in the New Testament as a matter of regular usage. And the
question is why?

The Greek language will not support such a translation for there is simply no equivalent
for the Hebrew name “Jehovah”—there was no Greek word, which meant “Jehovah” or anything
like it. Besides, the emphasis should be upon the atoning work of God the Son, Jesus Christ.

Now it is at this point that the Witnesses of Jehovah argue that the reason why the sacred
name does not appear in the Greek manuscripts is because those texts have been tampered with!
In other words, there was an early conspiracy to hide the fact that the early Christians—such as
the heretic Arius—were actually Jehovah’s Witnesses!

Placing great emphasis upon the name Jehovah’s Witnesses, the Society firmly believes
that any person who claims to worship God in any other group other than theirs is really
worshipping the god of this world, Satan the Devil! How do they know this? Because in
Columbus, Ohio in 1931, God gave to the Board of Directors the revelation illumination of the
meaning of Isaiah 43:10 which reads, “ Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, and my servant
whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe me, and understand that I am he: before me
there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me.’ “

The Reality behind the Rhetoric
Perhaps the real reasons for the adoption of the name Jehovah’s Witnesses in 1931 was

threefold.

 A desire to disassociate the movement from “Pastor” Charles Taze Russell

 A desire to disassociate the movement from failed prophesies

 A desire to bring structural unity to the movement.

Those who did not and those who will not accept the name of Jehovah cannot be loyal to
the cause. They are unfaithful in fact and were to be cast out of the kingdom historically or not
allow in currently. All of this is reflected in the Watchtower book “Make Sure of All Things”
What is really in the name “Jehovah’s Witnesses?” It is simply a loyalty test to a worldly
organization of recent origin and of dubious doctrinal integrity.



What about the Trinity?
The doctrine of the trinity is foundational to Christian faith and yet, the Witnesses of

Jehovah claim it is the most God dishonoring doctrine in Christendom. But are the Witnesses
right? Consider the following evidence in support of the historic position of the Church that the
doctrine of the trinity is a true truth.

1. It is to be conceded that the term “trinity” does not occur in Scripture.

2. A Christian writer named Tertullian (c. 160-225) used the Latin word “trinitas” when
referring to the biblical doctrine of God.

3. At about the same time Theophilus, a Greek speaking minister of the Church, started to teach
of God as being triune.

4. The fourth century council of Nicea (AD 325) confirmed as true a belief that had already
gained worldwide acceptance among Christians.

5. The Athanasian Creed explains that as Christians “we worship one God in Trinity, and the
Trinity in Unity; Neither confusing the Persons, nor dividing the Substance. For there is one
Person of the Father, another of the Son, another of the Holy Ghost; But the Godhead of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost is all one, the glory equal, the majesty co-
eternal.”

6. The Witnesses of Jehovah dismiss the trinity as being illogical. They say that 1 + 1+ 1 does
not equal 1. And they are right. But then God is not a mathematical formula. He is the
supreme sovereign of the universe. If there were a mathematical formula for the trinity it
would 1 x 1 x 1 = 1. On the matter of the trinity Witnesses are like the little girl who was
being taken through the multiplication table by her father. “Four times four?” he asked.
“Sixteen,” she answered. “Six times six?” “Thirty-six,” she replied. “Thirteen times
thirteen?” “There’s no such thing,” retorted the little one. But just because a particular thing
has not come within our experience, that is not in itself sufficient reason for disbelieving it.

7. To support their case against the trinity, the Witnesses argue that 1 John 5:7 is not in the
original Greek text of the Bible and that the words were inserted into John’s epistle some
time before the 15th century. Students of the Bible are familiar with the concerns surrounding
1 John 5:7.

8. Bible students are also familiar with the debate over the translation of 1 Timothy 3:16 (cf.
KJV with ASV and TNEB).

9. Turning to John 10:30 the Witnesses claim that when Jesus said that He and His Father were
one, He only meant that they were one in purpose and were in harmony with each other.

10. Finally, the Witnesses insist that John 1:1 teaches that the Word Jesus Christ is simply a
mighty, exalted one, and in this sense alone is he a “god.”



11. Despite a smooth presentation of their objections to the concept of a trinity, the Scriptures
teach the following.

 There is only one God. Deuteronomy 32:39 “See now that I, even I, am he, and there is
no god with me: I kill, and I make alive; I wound, and I heal: neither is there any that can
deliver out of my hand.” The Witnesses would have us believe that there is “a god” with
“the God.” Deuteronomy 32:39 teaches there is “no god” with “the God.” And there is
no avoiding this point.

 Jesus is very God of very God. True, while on earth, the words of Christ in John 14:28
certainly apply for Jesus said, “My Father is greater than I.” But that was only because
Jesus “took upon Him the form of a servant” (Phil. 2:7) When Jesus referred to His
Father as being greater than He, He was speaking a truth. The Son had humbled Himself
under His Father’s hand. But the whole context of Philippians 2:5-11 reveals the essential
and intrinsic deity of Christ.

 Jesus not only humbled Himself to the Father, but He humbled Himself before men when
He allowed John to Baptize Him and when He washed the feet of the disciples. In all
these things Christ learned obedience by the things which He suffered (Heb. 5:8).
Obedience is not something that deity practice by nature. Obedience was something
Christ learned “by the things, which He suffered”—He humbled Himself.

 Then what happened? “God raised him to the heights and bestowed on him the name
above all names” (Heb. 5:9,10). What name was this? Not the name “Jesus” alone, for
this name was given to our Lord at birth, not after His death. No, as a direct result of the
bestowal of this name the Scriptures declares of Jesus that to Him “every knee should
bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father “(Phil.
2:10,11).

 In writing these words Paul is quoting from Isaiah 45:23,24 “I have sworn by myself, the
word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and shall not return, That unto me every
knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear. 24 Surely, shall one say, in the LORD have I
righteousness and strength: even to him shall men come; and all that are incensed
against him shall be ashamed.”

 The conclusion is inescapable. Jesus Christ is divine. Nevertheless, He did not consider
His equality with the Father a thing to be grasped but voluntarily emptied Himself, took
the form of a servant, and learned obedience. Then He was honored once more by the
Father who received Him back into glory with the entire splendor of before.

12. Turning to 1 Corinthians 15:28, the Witnesses teach that Jesus is subject to the Father in
heaven as well as on earth. But what this passages teach is that in His mediatorial capacity,
Jesus will cease to function and that for a simple reason. Once the entire universe has been
redeemed and the last vestige of rebellion has been dealt with, then a Mediator to bring men
to God will no longer be necessary. And, as 1 Cor. 15:28 tells us, God will be all in all.



13. As the Son is “the same yesterday, and today, and forever,” in His essential essence so is the
Holy Spirit who is also divine. This, the Witnesses deny. In fact, they deny that the Holy
Spirit is a person at all. The Spirit is reduced in significance. “The holy spirit is nothing more
than God’s impersonal active force,” says the Witnesses.

14. Turning to John 14:17 the New World Translation refers to the Holy Spirit as it. But though
they translate the word “it” in the neuter gender to agree grammatically with the Greek word
“pneuma” (spirit) they are not consistent when the same grammatical structure occurs in
John 4:24.

15. John 14:15-28 clearly reveals the Person and work of the Holy Spirit.

 If “personality” is denoted by will, then the Holy Spirit has a will. 1 Corinthians 12:11
“But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally
as he will.”

 If “personality” is denoted by the ability to speak, the Holy Spirit speaks.

Acts 8:29 “Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot.”

Acts 11:12 “And the spirit bade me go with them, nothing doubting. Moreover these six
brethren accompanied me, and we entered into the man's house:”

Acts 13:2 “As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me
Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.”

 If “personality” is denoted by intelligence then the Holy Spirit has intelligence for He
took an active part in creation. Genesis 1:2 “And the earth was without form, and void;
and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face
of the waters.”

 If “personality” is denoted by sensitivity and ability to help, then the Spirit can help.

Romans 8:26-27 “Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what
we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with
groanings which cannot be uttered. 27 And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is
the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will
of God.”

16. And there is more. Jesus said that all manner of sin would be forgiven men except slander
spoken against the Holy Spirit (Matt. 12:31,32).

17. Finally, in Matthew 28:19 the Holy Spirit is given the same status as the Father and the Son.



Ever Lasting Life—Where?
To introduce the subject of eternal life, the Witnesses of Jehovah approach the topic with

intriguing questions along these lines. “Instead of having to die in the hope of going to heaven, a
place of which we have no experience or knowledge, wouldn’t you much rather go on living
forever right here on earth—especially so if you were guaranteed that your everlasting life here
would be lived in perfect health and happiness and amidst beautiful conditions such as those
which prevailed in the Garden of Eden?” Most people find such thinking new and compelling
and worthy of a serious discussion It is at that point that the Witnesses are able to present their
teachings regarding everlasting life which can be summarized.

1. Contrary to popular opinion, man does not have a ‘soul’ or ‘spirit’, which survives death of
the body.

2. Man has no need for a sour or spirit because the plan of God does not include life in heaven.

3. Man was created to live on earth in the flesh (Gen. 2:17)

4. If Adam had not sinned he would have lived forever on the earth.

5. Tragically Eve believed the lie of Satan that she could be like God (Gen. 3:4,5) Satan,
therefore, not God, was the author of the doctrine of the immortality of the soul and he has
continued to deceive man with this concept to the present hour.

6. Now though man has sinned (Rom. 5:12) Christ, by His death, bough back for mankind what
Adam has lost, namely, everlasting life on earth.

7. In just a little while God is going to fulfill the original purpose of His creation by cleansing
the earth of all unrighteousness by the destruction of the wicked at Armageddon.

8. The earth will be restored to its pristine glory and shall be populated by the Witnesses of
Jehovah. The righteous dead will shall in this glorious future by way of a resurrection.

9. To rule over this new earth in the kingdom of God, 144,000 rulers will be chosen. (Rev.
14:1-3)

10. Prior to the Lord’s return in 1914 (spiritually), there was no real difference between these and
the earthly class. Both lived their lives according to the truth which God gave them, both
died, and both went out of existence.

11. The difference came with Christ’s return for at that time there was an invisible resurrection
of the heavenly class who now rule as spirit creatures in heaven with the Lord.

12. Since 1914, any who die in this heavenly class are immediately resurrected as a spirit
creature.



13. The earthly class continues to lie in the grave in a state of nothingness until after
Armageddon when they shall take their place in life on earth.

14. Now the heavenly class of 144,000 is chosen during the Christian era, which is defined as
being from the death of Christ at Calvary to the Battle of Armageddon.

15. Any who died prior to that time cannot be part of the heavenly class including John the
Baptist (Luke 7:28).

16. The reason why so many people believe that they will go to a place called heaven when they
die is because they do not understand the word ‘soul.’

17. The truth of the matter is that man was given the ‘breath of life’ and he became a soul.

18. A soul then, is nothing more than a living, breathing man or animal (Gen. 1:2).

19. A soul can be destroyed (Lev. 23:30). It can be torn (Psa. 7:2), it can die (Ezek. 18:4), and
can be imprisoned (Psa. 142:7).

20. Ecclesiastes 9:5,10 teach that the dead do not know anything for they are in the grave,
“sheol’ lit. ‘gravedom.’

21. Ecclesiastes 3:19,20 teaches that men and animals go to the dust of the earth or out of
existence.

A Response to Pseudo-Rationale
There is a measure of wisdom in letting a Witness of Jehovah make a full presentation of

his beliefs about everlasting life in order to ask a very simple question: where in the Bible—or
even The New World Translation—does it teach that God intended Adam to live forever on
earth. Moreover, where in the Bible does it say that this earth on which man is supposed to live
eternally, will last forever. Neither Ecclesiastes 1:4 nor Psalm 78:69 teaches this for the Hebrew
word translated ‘forever’ really means ‘for an indefinite time’ as the Witnesses own Bible
recognized. The truth of the matter is that the Bible does not tell us exactly what God has in store
for Christians. The larger issue at stake is to consider what the Bible does teach about the
immortality of the soul.

A Heavenly Homecoming
There is a wonderful phrase in the Old Testament that speaks of the souls of the saints

being gathered up in a heavenly homecoming.

 Genesis 25:17 “And these are the years of the life of Ishmael, an hundred and thirty
and seven years: and he gave up the ghost and died; and was gathered unto his
people.”



 Genesis 25:8-9 “Then Abraham gave up the ghost, and died in a good old age, an old
man, and full of years; and was gathered to his people. 9 And his sons Isaac and
Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar
the Hittite, which is before Mamre; “

 Genesis 49:33 “And when Jacob had made an end of commanding his sons, he
gathered up his feet into the bed, and yielded up the ghost, and was gathered unto his
people.”

 Deuteronomy 32:49-50 “Get thee up into this mountain Abarim, unto mount Nebo,
which is in the land of Moab, that is over against Jericho; and behold the land of
Canaan, which I give unto the children of Israel for a possession: 50 And die in the
mount whither thou goest up, and be gathered unto thy people; as Aaron thy brother
died in mount Hor, and was gathered unto his people:”

The expression “was gathered to his people” has no references to burial at all and can
only refer to a spiritual event following death. But what about the passages in Ecclesiastes which
speaks of man as having no pre-eminence over beasts in the hour of death? The answer is this.
Solomon speaks of life from the wisdom of man. It is what Paul calls the wisdom of this world.

 Ecclesiastes 1:12-13 “ I the Preacher was king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13 And I
gave my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all things that are done
under heaven: this sore travail hath God given to the sons of man to be exercised
therewith.”

 1 Corinthians 1:20 “Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of
this world? Hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?”

According to man “under the sun” and “under heaven” the grave represents the end of
life. But life does not end at the grave as Dr. William Hendriksen demonstrates so forcefully in
his work The Bible on the Life Hereafter. “Let no one scare you with these quotations from the
Book of Ecclesiastes. That book speaks of goads and nails (Ecc. 12:11). There are those who
interpret the goad as being the problem, viewed as a stimulus to earnest reflection, and the nail
as the solution, which is nailed down in this or that observation of wisdom. The goad, according
to that interpretation, would e that which perplexes the man who looks at things from the
standpoint of the earth (under the sun). Well, as it looks from here, it is not true that men and
beasts will die, and that when they die they lose all direct contact with this world? Are they not
all the same in that respect?---But there is also a nail, a solution. Viewed from the region above
the sun, the author of Ecclesiastes knows that the lot of the righteous is not the same as that of
the wicked (Eccl. 2:26). Also, he knows that there is, indeed, a life after death. Man’s spirit does
not go out of existence. On the contrary, “Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and
the spirit shall return to God who gave it” (Eccl. 12:7).”

It is interesting to note that when the Witnesses overthrow the doctrine of the immortality
of the soul they also overthrow their own theology of a future reward for the Bible says,
Ecclesiastes 9:5 “For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not any thing,
neither have they any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.” The evidence is



clear that there is life beyond the grave as Jesus Himself taught in the story of the Rich Man and
Lazarus in Luke 16:19-31.

Sheol and the Grave
There is something else. It is a flawed characteristic of the Watchtower theology that one

word in Hebrew or Greek can have but one inflexible meaning in English. The word “sheol”
illustrates this problem. In the Old Testament the word “sheol” has a wide range of meaning, but
it is not used to mean merely the graves in which dead bodies were put.

 Genesis 37:35 “And all his sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort him; but he
refused to be comforted; and he said, For I will go down into the grave (sheol) unto my
son mourning. Thus his father wept for him.”

 Job 14:13 “O that thou wouldest hide me in the grave (sheol), that thou wouldest keep me
secret, until thy wrath be past, that thou wouldest appoint me a set time, and remember
me!”

 Psalms 16:10 “ For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell (sheol); neither wilt thou suffer
thine Holy One to see corruption.”

 Psalms 30:3 “O LORD, thou hast brought up my soul from the grave: thou hast kept me
alive, that I should not go down to the pit (sheol).”

 Psalms 139:8 “If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell (sheol),
behold, thou art there.”

 Isaiah 38:10 “I said in the cutting off of my days, I shall go to the gates of the grave
(sheol): I am deprived of the residue of my years.”

 Amos 9:2 “Though they dig into hell (sheol), thence shall mine hand take them; though
they climb up to heaven, thence will I bring them down:”

 Jonah 2:1-2 “Then Jonah prayed unto the LORD his God out of the fish's belly, 2 And
said, I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the LORD, and he heard me; out of the
belly of hell (sheol) cried I, and thou heardest my voice.”

The New Testament and Immortality
In the New Testament the doctrine of the immortality of the soul is clearly revealed.

 2 Timothy 1:10 “But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the
gospel:”

 Matthew 22:31-32 “But as touching the resurrection of the dead, have ye not read that
which was spoken unto you by God, saying, 32 I am the God of Abraham, and the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.”



 Mark 12:26-27 “And as touching the dead, that they rise: have ye not read in the book of
Moses, how in the bush God spake unto him, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? 27 He is not the God of the dead, but the God of the
living: ye therefore do greatly err.”

 John 14:2 “In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told
you. I go to prepare a place for you.”

 John 5:24 “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him
that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed
from death unto life.“

 2 Corinthians 5:1-2; 5:6-8 “For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were
dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens. 2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house
which is from heaven: 6 Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are
at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord: 7 (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)
8 We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be
present with the Lord.’

The Basis for a True Resurrection
While the Witnesses claim to believe in a resurrection on one hand, their doctrine of

annihilation and or soul sleep contradictions that possibility. True resurrections depend upon the
preservation of the person’s flow of consciousness. If something goes out of existence
completely at death, then any so-called recreation could never be anything more than a facsimile
of the original.

What about “Hell”?
The historic Christian doctrine of punishment for the wicked is a terrible and fearful

doctrine. Nevertheless, the doctrine cannot be denied. To deny the doctrine of hell so clearly
taught in passages such as Matthew 5:29, the Witnesses point out that the term gehenna or
geiHinnom has reference to a valley outside the southwest wall of Jerusalem. Once a site of
pagan sacrifices, the Jewish King Josiah mocked the false gods by turning the place into a
garbage dump in which perpetual fires were maintained to burn the city’s trash. Since garbage
does not burn eternally, but is destroyed by fire, so must the souls of the wicked be destroyed in
the sense of annihilation. While the historical identify of hell is correct there is no doubt that it
served as a visual illustration of a spiritual reality of which Jesus spoke often.

 Matthew 25:41 “Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me,
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: “

 Matthew 25:46 “And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the
righteous into life eternal.”



 Matthew 8:11-12 “And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west,
and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. 12
But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

 Luke 16:19-31 “There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine
linen, and fared sumptuously every day: 20 And there was a certain beggar named
Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, 21 And desiring to be fed with the
crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs came and licked his
sores. 22 And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels
into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; 23 And in hell he lift
up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.
24 And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus,
that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented
in this flame. 25 But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst
thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou
art tormented. 26 And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed:
so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us,
that would come from thence. 27 Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou
wouldest send him to my father's house: 28 For I have five brethren; that he may
testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment. 29 Abraham saith
unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. 30 And he said,
Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent. 31
And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be
persuaded, though one rose from the dead.”

C. S. Lewis, The Problem of Pain
“In the long run the answer to all those who object to the doctrine of hell, is itself a

question: ‘What are you asking God to do?’ To wipe out their past sins and, at all costs, to give
them a fresh start, smoothing every difficulty and offering every miraculous help? But He has
done so, on Calvary. To forgive them? They will not be forgiven.” To leaven them alone? Alas, I
am afraid that is what He does.”

The Second Coming of the Savior
Of all the doctrines of the New Testament, the greatest one apart from redemption is that

Jesus Christ is coming again. And yet the Witnesses of Jehovah had effectively obliterated this
great expectation from the hearts and minds of many. What then do the Witnesses teach?

 They teach that in October, 1914 Christ returned because the times of the Gentiles
ended.

 They teach that the Lord has been reigning invisibly since 1914. (AWAKE! magazine,
May 8, 1963)

 They teach that in the spring of 1918 there was a spiritual cleansing of the Temple,
which is also relegated to the invisible realm.



And Isaiah said, “Woe unto them that put darkness for light, and light for darkness” (Isa.
5:20) Concerning the Second Coming of Christ the following points can be made.

 In the same manner in which Jesus went away shall He return. Acts 1:9-11 “And
when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud
received him out of their sight. 10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as
he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; 11 Which also said, Ye
men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken
up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into
heaven.”

 Jesus is coming a second time. Hebrews 9:28 “So Christ was once offered to bear the
sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without
sin unto salvation.”

 When Jesus comes all eyes will behold Him, not just those of Christians. Matthew
24:30 “And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all
the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds
of heaven with power and great glory.” Matthew 26:63-64 “But Jesus held his
peace. And the high priest answered and said unto him, I adjure thee by the living
God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God. 64 Jesus saith unto
him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of
man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.”

The Blood Transfusion Issue
Choosing death rather than life in order to avoid a blood transfusion, the Witnesses are

convinced that the Bible does not allow this practice. Select passages are appealed to.

Scripture
 Genesis 9:3-5 “Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even as the

green herb have I given you all things. 4 But flesh with the life thereof, which is the
blood thereof, shall ye not eat. 5 And surely your blood of your lives will I require; at
the hand of every beast will I require it, and at the hand of man; at the hand of every
man's brother will I require the life of man.”

Response
Three primary points seem to be made in these verses: First, man was allowed to eat

flesh, which was an enlargement of the original boundaries established in Genesis 1:28,29.
Second, in eating flesh, the blood was to be removed, “for the life of all flesh is in the blood
thereof” (Lev. 17:14). Third, if a man murdered another spilling his blood, the life of the man
was to be required. But why the special attention paid to the blood. While in itself blood is not
harmful to the human organism, it is the heart and essence of the sacrifice—which is being
anticipated in the days of Noah. The time was coming when the significance of a sacrificial
substitute would speak of the coming Savior of the world who would give His life a ransom for
many.



Scripture
 Leviticus 17:14 ‘For it is the life of all flesh; the blood of it is for the life thereof:

therefore I said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall eat the blood of no manner of
flesh: for the life of all flesh is the blood thereof: whosoever eateth it shall be cut off.’

Response
Because of the sacredness of the animal sacrifices, blood was never allowed to be part of

the regular diet. (cf. Lev. 17:11; gal. 3:24)

Scripture
 Leviticus 17:11 “For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you

upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an
atonement for the soul.”

 Galatians 3:24 “Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that
we might be justified by faith.”

 Acts 15:28-29 “For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no
greater burden than these necessary things; 29 That ye abstain from meats offered to
idols, and from blood, and from things strangled, and from fornication: from which if
ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well.”

Response
The whole historical context of this passages teaches that Christians were to abstain from

certain foods, not because there was anything wrong in the food itself, but in order to avoid the
appearance of any evil—be that going back under the Law as a system of works or of offering
scarifies to idols.

Conclusion
In two final chapters, Stan Thomas brings his excellent book to a conclusion. After

explaining the Witnesses view on the nature and extent of the church, the author calls upon the
Witnesses of Jehovah to repent, re-examine the scriptures, return to the historic and return to
Jesus Christ. May the Lord be pleased to use this work to advance His cause against the kingdom


