
1

Doctrine of Stoning

1. Stoning, or lapidation, is a form of capital punishment whereby a group throws stones at a
person until death ensues.

2. No individual among the group can be identified as the one who kills the subject, yet
everyone involved plainly bears some degree of moral culpability.

3. Stoning is in contrast to the case of a judicial executioner. Slower than other forms of
execution, stoning is a form of execution by torture.

4. In Jewish society stoning was allowed for at least ten offenses.

 Touching Mount Sinai while God was giving Moses the Ten Commandments. Exodus
19:13 There shall not an hand touch it, but he shall surely be stoned, or shot through;
whether it be beast or man, it shall not live: when the trumpet soundeth long, they shall
come up to the mount.

 Breaking the Sabbath. Numbers 15:32 And while the children of Israel were in the
wilderness, they found a man that gathered sticks upon the Sabbath day. 33 And they that
found him gathering sticks brought him unto Moses and Aaron, and unto all the
congregation. 34 And they put him in ward, because it was not declared what should be
done to him. 35 And the Lord said unto Moses, The man shall be surely put to death: all
the congregation shall stone him with stones without the camp. 36 And all the
congregation brought him without the camp, and stoned him with stones, and he died; as
the Lord commanded Moses.

 Giving one's "seed", representing one’s offspring, “to Molech". Leviticus 20:2 Again,
thou shalt say to the children of Israel, Whosoever he be of the children of Israel, or of
the strangers that sojourn in Israel, that giveth any of his seed unto Molech; he shall
surely be put to death: the people of the land shall stone him with stones. 3 And I will set
my face against that man, and will cut him off from among his people; because he hath
given of his seed unto Molech, to defile my sanctuary, and to profane my holy name. 4
And if the people of the land do any ways hide their eyes from the man, when he giveth of
his seed unto Molech, and kill him not: 5 Then I will set my face against that man, and
against his family, and will cut him off, and all that go a whoring after him, to commit
whoredom with Molech, from among their people.

 Having a "familiar spirit" or being a necromancer or being a "wizard”. Leviticus 20:27 A
man also or woman that hath a familiar spirit, or that is a wizard, shall surely be put to
death: they shall stone them with stones: their blood shall be upon them.

 Cursing God. Leviticus 24:10 And the son of an Israelitish woman, whose father was an
Egyptian, went out among the children of Israel: and this son of the Israelitish woman
and a man of Israel strove together in the camp; 11 And the Israelitish woman's son
blasphemed the name of the Lord, and cursed. And they brought him unto Moses: (and
his mother's name was Shelomith, the daughter of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan:)
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12 And they put him in ward, that the mind of the Lord might be shewed them. 13 And the
Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 14 Bring forth him that hath cursed without the camp;
and let all that heard him lay their hands upon his head, and let all the congregation
stone him. 15 And thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel, saying, Whosoever curseth
his God shall bear his sin. 16 And he that blasphemeth the name of the Lord, he shall
surely be put to death, and all the congregation shall certainly stone him: as well the
stranger, as he that is born in the land, when he blasphemeth the name of the Lord, shall
be put to death.

 Engaging in idolatry. Deuteronomy 17:2 If there be found among you, within any of thy
gates which the Lord thy God giveth thee, man or woman, that hath wrought wickedness
in the sight of the Lord thy God, in transgressing his covenant, 3 And hath gone and
served other gods, and worshipped them, either the sun, or moon, or any of the host of
heaven, which I have not commanded; 4 And it be told thee, and thou hast heard of it,
and inquired diligently, and, behold, it be true, and the thing certain, that such
abomination is wrought in Israel: 5 Then shalt thou bring forth that man or that woman,
which have committed that wicked thing, unto thy gates, even that man or that woman,
and shalt stone them with stones, till they die. 6 At the mouth of two witnesses, or three
witnesses, shall he that is worthy of death be put to death; but at the mouth of one witness
he shall not be put to death. 7 The hands of the witnesses shall be first upon him to put
him to death, and afterward the hands of all the people. So thou shalt put the evil away
from among you.

 Seducing others to engage in idolatry. Deuteronomy 13:7 Namely, of the gods of the
people which are round about you, nigh unto thee, or far off from thee, from the one end
of the earth even unto the other end of the earth; 8 Thou shalt not consent unto him, nor
hearken unto him; neither shall thine eye pity him, neither shalt thou spare, neither shalt
thou conceal him: 9 But thou shalt surely kill him; thine hand shall be first upon him to
put him to death, and afterwards the hand of all the people. 10 And thou shalt stone him
with stones, that he die; because he hath sought to thrust thee away from the Lord thy
God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage. 11 And all
Israel shall hear, and fear, and shall do no more any such wickedness as this is among
you. 12 If thou shalt hear say in one of thy cities, which the Lord thy God hath given thee
to dwell there, saying,

 "Rebellion" against parents. Deuteronomy 21:18 If a man have a stubborn and rebellious
son, which will not obey the voice of his father, or the voice of his mother, and that, when
they have chastened him, will not hearken unto them: 19 Then shall his father and his
mother lay hold on him, and bring him out unto the elders of his city, and unto the gate of
his place; 20 And they shall say unto the elders of his city, This our son is stubborn and
rebellious, he will not obey our voice; he is a glutton, and a drunkard. 21 And all the men
of his city shall stone him with stones, that he die: so shalt thou put evil away from
among you; and all Israel shall hear, and fear.
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 Getting married as though a virgin, when not a virgin. Deuteronomy 22:13 If any man
take a wife, and go in unto her, and hate her, 14 And give occasions of speech against
her, and bring up an evil name upon her, and say, I took this woman, and when I came to
her, I found her not a maid: 15 Then shall the father of the damsel, and her mother, take
and bring forth the tokens of the damsel's virginity unto the elders of the city in the gate:
16 And the damsel's father shall say unto the elders, I gave my daughter unto this man to
wife, and he hateth her; 17 And, lo, he hath given occasions of speech against her,
saying, I found not thy daughter a maid; and yet these are the tokens of my daughter's
virginity. And they shall spread the cloth before the elders of the city. 18 And the elders
of that city shall take that man and chastise him; 19 And they shall amerce him in an
hundred shekels of silver, and give them unto the father of the damsel, because he hath
brought up an evil name upon a virgin of Israel: and she shall be his wife; he may not put
her away all his days. 20 But if this thing be true, and the tokens of virginity be not found
for the damsel: 21 Then they shall bring out the damsel to the door of her father's house,
and the men of her city shall stone her with stones that she die: because she hath wrought
folly in Israel, to play the whore in her father's house: so shalt thou put evil away from
among you.

 Sexual intercourse between a man and a woman engaged to another man; both were to be
stoned. Deuteronomy 22:23 If a damsel that is a virgin be betrothed unto an husband,
and a man find her in the city, and lie with her; 24 Then ye shall bring them both out unto
the gate of that city, and ye shall stone them with stones that they die; the damsel,
because she cried not, being in the city; and the man, because he hath humbled his
neighbour's wife: so thou shalt put away evil from among you.

5. As humans were to be stoned for specific offenses, so were some animals.

 Having an ox that gores someone to death should be stoned. Exodus 21:28 If an ox gore a
man or a woman, that they die: then the ox shall be surely stoned, and his flesh shall not
be eaten; but the owner of the ox shall be quit.

6. The act of stoning served several purposes.

 In the act of stoning justice was served.
 In the act of stoning the guilty were punished.
 In the act of stoning society was protected and preserved.
 In the act of stoning future transgressors were warned.
 In the act of stoning a moral example was set.


