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Doctrine of Priests of the Old Testament  

 

1. A priest is one who is authorized to perform the sacred rites of a religion, especially a 

mediator between man and God (Meriam-Webster).  

 

2. Prior to the Levitical priesthood, the office of priest was established in history.  

 

 Melchizedek, King of Salem was a priest of God. Genesis 14:18 And Melchizedek king of 

Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the priest of the most high God. 

 

 Moses’ father-in-law, Jethro, was priest of Midian. Exodus 18:1 When Jethro, the priest 

of Midian, Moses' father in law, heard of all that God had done for Moses, and for Israel 

his people, and that the Lord had brought Israel out of Egypt; 

 

 There were priests among the Israelites when they came out of Egypt. Exodus 19:22 And 

let the priests also, which come near to the Lord, sanctify themselves, lest the Lord break 

forth upon them….24 And the Lord said unto him, Away, get thee down, and thou shalt 

come up, thou, and Aaron with thee: but let not the priests and the people break through 

to come up unto the Lord, lest he break forth upon them. 

 

3. The priests that existed prior to the Levitical priesthood are to be considered false priests 

because they served false gods.  

 

 The priests of Midian. Ashteroth. Exodus 18:1 When Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses' 

father in law, heard of all that God had done for Moses, and for Israel his people, and 

that the Lord had brought Israel out of Egypt.  

 

Special Note.  

 

The Midianites were worshippers of several gods, including Baal-peor and the Queen of 

Heaven.  

 

 Priests of On. Genesis 41:45 And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphnath-paaneah; and 

he gave him to wife Asenath the daughter of Poti-pherah priest of On. And Joseph went 

out over all the land of Egypt. 

 

Special Note.  

 

The city of On was also known as Heliopolis, “The City of the Sun.” It was the center of 

worship of the sun god, Ra, and was located 10 miles northeast of modern Cairo. The 

high priest in On held the title of “Greatest of Seers.”  

 

 Priests of Dagon. 1 Samuel 5:5 Therefore neither the priests of Dagon, nor any that come 

into Dagon's house, tread on the threshold of Dagon in Ashdod unto this day. 
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Special Note.  

 

Dagon was an idol god who was worshipped by the Hebrews as the god of grain (a 

symbol of fertility) and the god of fishing (a symbol of multiplying). 

 

 Priests of the high places. 1 Kings 12:32 And Jeroboam ordained a feast in the eighth 

month, on the fifteenth day of the month, like unto the feast that is in Judah, and he 

offered upon the altar. So did he in Bethel, sacrificing unto the calves that he had made: 

and he placed in Bethel the priests of the high places which he had made. 

 

Special Note.  

 

The priests of the high places is a reference to those individuals who led people to the top 

of hills, or mountains, to engage in acts of sacred prostitution and idolatry. Intimate 

sensuality is often part of idolatrous worship.  

 

 Priests “of them that are no gods.”  2 Chronicles 13:9 Have ye not cast out the priests of 

the Lord, the sons of Aaron, and the Levites, and have made you priests after the manner 

of the nations of other lands? So that whosoever cometh to consecrate himself with a 

young bullock and seven rams, the same may be a priest of them that are no gods. 

 

4. At Mount Sinai, God designated Aaron and his descendants to serve as priests.  

 

 Exodus 28:1 And take thou unto thee Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him, from 

among the children of Israel, that he may minister unto me in the priest's office, even 

Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron's sons. 

 

 Exodus 30:30 And thou shalt anoint Aaron and his sons, and consecrate them, that they 

may minister unto me in the priest's office. 

 

 Exodus 40:13 And thou shalt put upon Aaron the holy garments, and anoint him, and 

sanctify him; that he may minister unto me in the priest's office. 14 And thou shalt bring 

his sons, and clothe them with coats: 15 And thou shalt anoint them, as thou didst anoint 

their father, that they may minister unto me in the priest's office: for their anointing shall 

surely be an everlasting priesthood throughout their generations. 

 

 Numbers 3:3 These are the names of the sons of Aaron, the priests which were anointed, 

whom he consecrated to minister in the priest's office. 

 

5. From the time of Aaron, all priests of the Hebrew people were to be Levites, but not all 

Levites were priests. Only those designated could perform priestly duties. 

 

6. There were qualifications for entering into the priestly service.  
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 The priest was to be male. Exodus 28:1 And take thou unto thee Aaron thy brother, and 

his sons with him… 

 

 The priest was to be a descendant of Aaron with a documented linage. Exodus 28:1 And 

take thou unto thee Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him, from among the children of 

Israel, that he may minister unto me in the priest's office, even Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, 

Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron's sons. 

 

 The priest was to serve from the age of 30 to the age of 50 years old. Numbers 4:3 From 

thirty years old and upward even until fifty years old, all that enter into the host, to do the 

work in the tabernacle of the congregation. 

 

 The priest was to be physically unblemished. Leviticus 21:16 And the Lord spake unto 

Moses, saying, 17 Speak unto Aaron, saying, Whosoever he be of thy seed in their 

generations that hath any blemish, let him not approach to offer the bread of his God. 18 

For whatsoever man he be that hath a blemish, he shall not approach: a blind man, or a 

lame, or he that hath a flat nose, or anything superfluous, 19 Or a man that is broken 

footed, or broken handed, 20 Or crookback, or a dwarf, or that hath a blemish in his eye, 

or be scurvy, or scabbed, or hath his stones broken; 21 No man that hath a blemish of the 

seed of Aaron the priest shall come nigh to offer the offerings of the Lord made by fire: 

he hath a blemish; he shall not come nigh to offer the bread of his God. 22 He shall eat 

the bread of his God, both of the most holy, and of the holy. 23 Only he shall not go in 

unto the vail, nor come nigh unto the altar, because he hath a blemish; that he profane 

not my sanctuaries: for I the Lord do sanctify them. 

 

 The priest was to be properly married. A priest could not be married to a prostitute, a 

divorced woman, or a widow, unless the widow had been the wife of another priest. The 

high priest must marry a virgin of his own people. 

 

Leviticus 21:9 And the daughter of any priest, if she profane herself by playing the 

whore, she profaneth her father: she shall be burnt with fire. 

 

Leviticus 21:14 A widow, or a divorced woman, or profane, or an harlot, these shall he 

not take: but he shall take a virgin of his own people to wife. 

 

Ezekiel 44:22 Neither shall they take for their wives a widow, nor her that is put away: 

but they shall take maidens of the seed of the house of Israel, or a widow that had a priest 

before. 

 

 The priest was to have no uncleanness or disease such as leprosy. Leviticus 22:3 Say unto 

them, Whosoever he be of all your seed among your generations, that goeth unto the holy 

things, which the children of Israel hallow unto the Lord, having his uncleanness upon 

him, that soul shall be cut off from my presence: I am the Lord. 4 What man soever of the 

seed of Aaron is a leper, or hath a running issue; he shall not eat of the holy things, until 

he be clean. And whoso toucheth any thing that is unclean by the dead, or a man whose 

seed goeth from him; 
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5 Or whosoever toucheth any creeping thing, whereby he may be made unclean, or a man 

of whom he may take uncleanness, whatsoever uncleanness he hath; 6 The soul which 

hath touched any such shall be unclean until even, and shall not eat of the holy things, 

unless he wash his flesh with water. 7 And when the sun is down, he shall be clean, and 

shall afterward eat of the holy things; because it is his food. 8 That which dieth of itself, 

or is torn with beasts, he shall not eat to defile himself therewith: I am the Lord. 9 They 

shall therefore keep mine ordinance, lest they bear sin for it, and die therefore, if they 

profane it: I the Lord do sanctify them. 

 

 The priest was not to trim his beard, shave his hair, or mutilate their bodies with religious 

cutting of the flesh.   

 

Leviticus 21:5 They shall not make baldness upon their head, neither shall they shave off 

the corner of their beard, nor make any cuttings in their flesh.  

 

Special Note.  

 

In their contest with Elijah on Mt. Carmel, the prophets of Baal slashed their bodies with 

knives in religious frenzy. 1 Kings 18:28 And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after 

their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood gushed out upon them. 

 

 The priest was to be properly dressed.  

 

Exodus 28:1 And take thou unto thee Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him, from 

among the children of Israel, that he may minister unto me in the priest's office, even 

Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron's sons. 2 And thou shalt make holy 

garments for Aaron thy brother for glory and for beauty. 3 And thou shalt speak unto all 

that are wise hearted, whom I have filled with the spirit of wisdom, that they may make 

Aaron's garments to consecrate him, that he may minister unto me in the priest's office. 4 

And these are the garments which they shall make; a breastplate, and an ephod, and a 

robe, and a broidered coat, a mitre, and a girdle: and they shall make holy garments for 

Aaron thy brother, and his sons, that he may minister unto me in the priest's office. 

 

Ezekiel 44:17 And it shall come to pass, that when they enter in at the gates of the inner 

court, they shall be clothed with linen garments; and no wool shall come upon them, 

whiles they minister in the gates of the inner court, and within. 18 They shall have linen 

bonnets upon their heads, and shall have linen breeches upon their loins; they shall not 

gird themselves with any thing that causeth sweat. 19 And when they go forth into the 

utter court, even into the utter court to the people, they shall put off their garments 

wherein they ministered, and lay them in the holy chambers, and they shall put on other 

garments; and they shall not sanctify the people with their garments. 
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7. The duties of the priest were very specific.  

 

 The priest was to teach the people. Leviticus 10:8vAnd the Lord spake unto Aaron, 

sayingv9 Do not drink wine nor strong drink, thou, nor thy sons with thee, when ye go 

into the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die: it shall be a statute for ever 

throughout your generations: 10 And that ye may put difference between holy and 

unholy, and between unclean and clean; 11 And that ye may teach the children of Israel 

all the statutes which the Lord hath spoken unto them by the hand of Moses. 

 

 Serve as judges to resolve controversy. Deuteronomy 21:5 And the priests the sons of 

Levi shall come near; for them the Lord thy God hath chosen to minister unto him, and to 

bless in the name of the Lord; and by their word shall every controversy and every stroke 

be tried: 

 

 Offer sacrifices.  Exodus 29:38 Now this is that which thou shalt offer upon the altar; two 

lambs of the first year day by day continually. 39 The one lamb thou shalt offer in the 

morning; and the other lamb thou shalt offer at even: 40 And with the one lamb a tenth 

deal of flour mingled with the fourth part of an hin of beaten oil; and the fourth part of an 

hin of wine for a drink offering. 41 And the other lamb thou shalt offer at even, and shalt 

do thereto according to the meat offering of the morning, and according to the drink 

offering thereof, for a sweet savour, an offering made by fire unto the Lord. 42 This shall 

be a continual burnt offering throughout your generations at the door of the tabernacle of 

the congregation before the Lord: where I will meet you, to speak there unto thee. 

 

 Assess and pass judgment upon impurity. Study Leviticus 13-15. 

 

 Burn incense. Exodus 30:7 And Aaron shall burn thereon sweet incense every morning: 

when he dresseth the lamps, he shall burn incense upon it. 8 And when Aaron lighteth the 

lamps at even, he shall burn incense upon it, a perpetual incense before the Lord 

throughout your generations. 

 

 Bless the people. Numbers 6:22 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 23 Speak unto 

Aaron and unto his sons, saying, On this wise ye shall bless the children of Israel, saying 

unto them, 24 The Lord bless thee, and keep thee: 25 The Lord make his face shine upon 

thee, and be gracious unto thee: 26 The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and give 

thee peace. 27 And they shall put my name upon the children of Israel; and I will bless 

them. 

 

 Bless God. Deuteronomy 10:8 At that time the Lord separated the tribe of Levi, to bear 

the ark of the covenant of the Lord, to stand before the Lord to minister unto him, and to 

bless in his name, unto this day. 
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 Keep the tabernacle.  

 

Numbers 3:38 But those that encamp before the tabernacle toward the east, even before 

the tabernacle of the congregation eastward, shall be Moses, and Aaron and his sons, 

keeping the charge of the sanctuary for the charge of the children of Israel; and the 

stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death. 

 

Numbers 4:16 And to the office of Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest pertaineth the oil 

for the light, and the sweet incense, and the daily meat offering, and the anointing oil, 

and the oversight of all the tabernacle, and of all that therein is, in the sanctuary, and in 

the vessels thereof. 

 

 Take care of the altar, the lamps, and the showbread.  

 

Leviticus 6:8 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 9 Command Aaron and his sons, 

saying, This is the law of the burnt offering: It is the burnt offering, because of the 

burning upon the altar all night unto the morning, and the fire of the altar shall be 

burning in it. 10 And the priest shall put on his linen garment, and his linen breeches 

shall he put upon his flesh, and take up the ashes which the fire hath consumed with the 

burnt offering on the altar, and he shall put them beside the altar. 11 And he shall put off 

his garments, and put on other garments, and carry forth the ashes without the camp unto 

a clean place. 12 And the fire upon the altar shall be burning in it; it shall not be put out: 

and the priest shall burn wood on it every morning, and lay the burnt offering in order 

upon it; and he shall burn thereon the fat of the peace offerings. 13 The fire shall ever be 

burning upon the altar; it shall never go out. 

 

Leviticus 24:1 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Command the children of Israel, 

that they bring unto thee pure oil olive beaten for the light, to cause the lamps to burn 

continually. 3 Without the vail of the testimony, in the tabernacle of the congregation, 

shall Aaron order it from the evening unto the morning before the Lord continually: it 

shall be a statute for ever in your generations. 4 He shall order the lamps upon the pure 

candlestick before the Lord continually. 5 And thou shalt take fine flour, and bake twelve 

cakes thereof: two tenth deals shall be in one cake. 6 And thou shalt set them in two rows, 

six on a row, upon the pure table before the Lord. 7 And thou shalt put pure frankincense 

upon each row, that it may be on the bread for a memorial, even an offering made by fire 

unto the Lord. 8 Every sabbath he shall set it in order before the Lord continually, being 

taken from the children of Israel by an everlasting covenant. 9 And it shall be Aaron's 

and his sons'; and they shall eat it in the holy place: for it is most holy unto him of the 

offerings of the Lord made by fire by a perpetual statute. 

 

 Prepare the holy things for each day’s journey.  

 

Numbers 4:5 And when the camp setteth forward, Aaron shall come, and his sons, and 

they shall take down the covering vail, and cover the ark of testimony with it: 6 And shall 

put thereon the covering of badgers' skins, and shall spread over it a cloth wholly of blue, 

and shall put in the staves thereof.  
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7 And upon the table of shewbread they shall spread a cloth of blue, and put thereon the 

dishes, and the spoons, and the bowls, and covers to cover withal: and the continual 

bread shall be thereon: 8 And they shall spread upon them a cloth of scarlet, and cover 

the same with a covering of badgers' skins, and shall put in the staves thereof. 9 And they 

shall take a cloth of blue, and cover the candlestick of the light, and his lamps, and his 

tongs, and his snuff dishes, and all the oil vessels thereof, wherewith they minister unto it: 

10 And they shall put it and all the vessels thereof within a covering of badgers' skins, 

and shall put it upon a bar. 

 

11 And upon the golden altar they shall spread a cloth of blue, and cover it with a 

covering of badgers' skins, and shall put to the staves thereof: 12 And they shall take all 

the instruments of ministry, wherewith they minister in the sanctuary, and put them in a 

cloth of blue, and cover them with a covering of badgers' skins, and shall put them on a 

bar: 13 And they shall take away the ashes from the altar, and spread a purple cloth 

thereon: 14 And they shall put upon it all the vessels thereof, wherewith they minister 

about it, even the censers, the fleshhooks, and the shovels, and the basons, all the vessels 

of the altar; and they shall spread upon it a covering of badgers' skins, and put to the 

staves of it. 15 And when Aaron and his sons have made an end of covering the 

sanctuary, and all the vessels of the sanctuary, as the camp is to set forward; after that, 

the sons of Kohath shall come to bear it: but they shall not touch any holy thing, lest they 

die. These things are the burden of the sons of Kohath in the tabernacle of the 

congregation. 

 

 Continue the sacred fire.  Leviticus 6:12 And the fire upon the altar shall be burning in it; 

it shall not be put out: and the priest shall burn wood on it every morning, and lay the 

burnt offering in order upon it; and he shall burn thereon the fat of the peace offerings. 

13 The fire shall ever be burning upon the altar; it shall never go out. 

 

 Blow the trumpets.   

 

Numbers 10:1 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Make thee two trumpets of 

silver; of a whole piece shalt thou make them: that thou mayest use them for the calling 

of the assembly, and for the journeying of the camps. 3 And when they shall blow with 

them, all the assembly shall assemble themselves to thee at the door of the tabernacle of 

the congregation. 4 And if they blow but with one trumpet, then the princes, which are 

heads of the thousands of Israel, shall gather themselves unto thee. 5 When ye blow an 

alarm, then the camps that lie on the east parts shall go forward. 6 When ye blow an 

alarm the second time, then the camps that lie on the south side shall take their journey: 

they shall blow an alarm for their journeys. 7 But when the congregation is to be 

gathered together, ye shall blow, but ye shall not sound an alarm. 8 And the sons of 

Aaron, the priests, shall blow with the trumpets; and they shall be to you for an 

ordinance for ever throughout your generations.  
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9 And if ye go to war in your land against the enemy that oppresseth you, then ye shall 

blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the Lord your God, 

and ye shall be saved from your enemies. 10 Also in the day of your gladness, and in your 

solemn days, and in the beginnings of your months, ye shall blow with the trumpets over 

your burnt offerings, and over the sacrifices of your peace offerings; that they may be to 

you for a memorial before your God: I am the Lord your God. 

 

8. The High Priests 

 

 The High Priest was also called the chief priest. 2 Chronicles 19:11 And, behold, 

Amariah the chief priest is over you in all matters of the Lord; and Zebadiah the son of 

Ishmael, the ruler of the house of Judah, for all the king's matters: also the Levites shall 

be officers before you. Deal courageously, and the Lord shall be with the good. 

 

 The High Priest was God’s appointed leader over all other priests. Aaron served as the 

first High Priest. Aaron’s son, Eleazer, replaced him as High Priest when he died.  

 

Exodus 40:12 And thou shalt bring Aaron and his sons unto the door of the tabernacle of 

the congregation, and wash them with water. 13 And thou shalt put upon Aaron the holy 

garments, and anoint him, and sanctify him; that he may minister unto me in the priest's 

office. 

 

Numbers 20:26 And strip Aaron of his garments, and put them upon Eleazar his son: and 

Aaron shall be gathered unto his people, and shall die there. 27 And Moses did as the 

Lord commanded: and they went up into mount Hor in the sight of all the congregation. 

28 And Moses stripped Aaron of his garments, and put them upon Eleazar his son; and 

Aaron died there in the top of the mount: and Moses and Eleazar came down from the 

mount. 

 

 The position of high priests continued through the time of Christ (Matthew 26:3 to the 

time of the destruction of the temple by the Romans in 70 A.D. 

 

9. The High Priest had important duties to perform.  

 

 Direct the work of the priests and Levites. Numbers 3:4 And Nadab and Abihu died 

before the Lord, when they offered strange fire before the Lord, in the wilderness of 

Sinai, and they had no children: and Eleazar and Ithamar ministered in the priest's office 

in the sight of Aaron their father. 

 

 Inquire of the Lord. Judges 20:28 And Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, 

stood before it in those days,) saying, Shall I yet again go out to battle against the 

children of Benjamin my brother, or shall I cease? And the Lord said, Go up; for to 

morrow I will deliver them into thine hand. 

 

 Consecration of the priests.  
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A Bullock  

 

Exodus 29:1 And this is the thing that thou shalt do unto them to hallow them, to minister 

unto me in the priest's office: Take one young bullock, and two rams without blemish,  

 

Unleaven Bread  

 

2 And unleavened bread, and cakes unleavened tempered with oil, and wafers unleavened 

anointed with oil: of wheaten flour shalt thou make them. 3 And thou shalt put them into 

one basket, and bring them in the basket, with the bullock and the two rams.  

 

Ritual Cleansing 

 

4 And Aaron and his sons thou shalt bring unto the door of the tabernacle of the 

congregation, and shalt wash them with water.  

 

Ceremonial Dressing 

 

5 And thou shalt take the garments, and put upon Aaron the coat, and the robe of the 

ephod, and the ephod, and the breastplate, and gird him with the curious girdle of the 

ephod: 6 And thou shalt put the mitre upon his head, and put the holy crown upon the 

mitre.  

Anointing Oil 

 

7 Then shalt thou take the anointing oil, and pour it upon his head, and anoint him.  

 

Girdles and Bonnets  

 

8 And thou shalt bring his sons, and put coats upon them. 9 And thou shalt gird them with 

girdles, Aaron and his sons, and put the bonnets on them: and the priest's office shall be 

theirs for a perpetual statute: and thou shalt consecrate Aaron and his sons. 

 

Confession of Sin  

 

10 And thou shalt cause a bullock to be brought before the tabernacle of the 

congregation: and Aaron and his sons shall put their hands upon the head of the bullock. 

 

A Sacrificial Substitute  

 

A Bullock  

 

11 And thou shalt kill the bullock before the Lord, by the door of the tabernacle of the 

congregation. 12 And thou shalt take of the blood of the bullock, and put it upon the 

horns of the altar with thy finger, and pour all the blood beside the bottom of the altar. 

13 And thou shalt take all the fat that covereth the inwards, and the caul that is above the 

liver, and the two kidneys, and the fat that is upon them, and burn them upon the altar.  
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14 But the flesh of the bullock, and his skin, and his dung, shalt thou burn with fire 

without the camp: it is a sin offering.  

A Ram  

 

15 Thou shalt also take one ram; and Aaron and his sons shall put their hands upon the 

head of the ram. 16 And thou shalt slay the ram, and thou shalt take his blood, and 

sprinkle it round about upon the altar. 17 And thou shalt cut the ram in pieces, and wash 

the inwards of him, and his legs, and put them unto his pieces, and unto his head. 18 And 

thou shalt burn the whole ram upon the altar: it is a burnt offering unto the Lord: it is a 

sweet savour, an offering made by fire unto the Lord.  

 

Anoint with Blood 

 

19 And thou shalt take the other ram; and Aaron and his sons shall put their hands upon 

the head of the ram. 20 Then shalt thou kill the ram, and take of his blood, and put it 

upon the tip of the right ear of Aaron, and upon the tip of the right ear of his sons, and 

upon the thumb of their right hand, and upon the great toe of their right foot, and 

sprinkle the blood upon the altar round about. 21 And thou shalt take of the blood that is 

upon the altar, and of the anointing oil, and sprinkle it upon Aaron, and upon his 

garments, and upon his sons, and upon the garments of his sons with him: and he shall be 

hallowed, and his garments, and his sons, and his sons' garments with him.  

 

A Ram of Consecration 

 

22 Also thou shalt take of the ram the fat and the rump, and the fat that covereth the 

inwards, and the caul above the liver, and the two kidneys, and the fat that is upon them, 

and the right shoulder; for it is a ram of consecration:  

 

A Wave Offering  

 

23 And one loaf of bread, and one cake of oiled bread, and one wafer out of the basket of 

the unleavened bread that is before the Lord: 24 And thou shalt put all in the hands of 

Aaron, and in the hands of his sons; and shalt wave them for a wave offering before the 

Lord. 25 And thou shalt receive them of their hands, and burn them upon the altar for a 

burnt offering, for a sweet savour before the Lord: it is an offering made by fire unto the 

Lord. 26 And thou shalt take the breast of the ram of Aaron's consecration, and wave it 

for a wave offering before the Lord: and it shall be thy part. 27 And thou shalt sanctify 

the breast of the wave offering, and the shoulder of the heave offering, which is waved, 

and which is heaved up, of the ram of the consecration, even of that which is for Aaron, 

and of that which is for his sons: 

A Statue Forever 

 

28 And it shall be Aaron's and his sons' by a statute for ever from the children of Israel: 

for it is an heave offering: and it shall be an heave offering from the children of Israel of 

the sacrifice of their peace offerings, even their heave offering unto the Lord. 
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Holy Garments 

 

29 And the holy garments of Aaron shall be his sons' after him, to be anointed therein, 

and to be consecrated in them. 30 And that son that is priest in his stead shall put them 

on seven days, when he cometh into the tabernacle of the congregation to minister in the 

holy place. 

Consuming the Sacrifice 

 

31 And thou shalt take the ram of the consecration, and seethe his flesh in the holy place. 

32 And Aaron and his sons shall eat the flesh of the ram, and the bread that is in the 

basket, by the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 33 And they shall eat those 

things wherewith the atonement was made, to consecrate and to sanctify them: but a 

stranger shall not eat thereof, because they are holy.  

 

Cleaning Up the Sacrifice  

 

34 And if ought of the flesh of the consecrations, or of the bread, remain unto the 

morning, then thou shalt burn the remainder with fire: it shall not be eaten, because it is 

holy. 35 And thus shalt thou do unto Aaron, and to his sons, according to all things which 

I have commanded thee: seven days shalt thou consecrate them. 36 And thou shalt offer 

every day a bullock for a sin offering for atonement: and thou shalt cleanse the altar, 

when thou hast made an atonement for it, and thou shalt anoint it, to sanctify it. 

 

Seven Days of Atonement  

 

37 Seven days thou shalt make an atonement for the altar, and sanctify it; and it shall be 

an altar most holy: whatsoever toucheth the altar shall be holy. 

 

 Maintain the golden candle stand. Leviticus 24:1 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 

2 Command the children of Israel, that they bring unto thee pure oil olive beaten for the 

light, to cause the lamps to burn continually. 3 Without the vail of the testimony, in the 

tabernacle of the congregation, shall Aaron order it from the evening unto the morning 

before the Lord continually: it shall be a statute for ever in your generations. 4 He shall 

order the lamps upon the pure candlestick before the Lord continually. 

 

 Burning incense daily, and in a special way on the Day of Atonement.  

 

Exodus 30:7 And Aaron shall burn thereon sweet incense every morning: when he 

dresseth the lamps, he shall burn incense upon it. 8 And when Aaron lighteth the lamps at 

even, he shall burn incense upon it, a perpetual incense before the Lord throughout your 

generations. 

 

Leviticus 16:2 And the Lord said unto Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he come 

not at all times into the holy place within the vail before the mercy seat, which is upon the 

ark; that he die not: for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat. 
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Leviticus 16:12 And he shall take a censer full of burning coals of fire from off the altar 

before the Lord, and his hands full of sweet incense beaten small, and bring it within the 

vail: 13 And he shall put the incense upon the fire before the Lord, that the cloud of the 

incense may cover the mercy seat that is upon the testimony, that he die not. 

 

 Offering sacrifices on the Day of Atonement.  

 

Hebrews 5:1 For every high priest taken from among men is ordained for men in things 

pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins: 

 

Leviticus 23:6 And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the feast of unleavened bread 

unto the Lord: seven days ye must eat unleavened bread. 

 

 

Leviticus 23:11 And he shall wave the sheaf before the Lord, to be accepted for you: on 

the morrow after the Sabbath the priest shall wave it. 

 

Leviticus 23:15 And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the Sabbath, from the 

day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave offering; seven Sabbaths shall be complete: 

 

Leviticus 23:20 And the priest shall wave them with the bread of the firstfruits for a wave 

offering before the Lord, with the two lambs: they shall be holy to the Lord for the priest. 

 


