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Doctrine of Pride

1. There are several well-known expressions of pride mentioned in the Bible and its tragic
results.

 Pride contributed to the death of Ahithophel who killed himself because his counsel was
not followed.

2 Sam 17:23 And when Ahithophel saw that his counsel was not followed, he saddled his
ass, and arose, and gat him home to his house, to his city, and put his household in order,
and hanged himself, and died, and was buried in the sepulchre of his father.

 Naaman initially refused to wash in the Jordan River and so was not cured of his leprosy.

2 King 5:11 But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I thought, He will
surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the LORD his God, and strike
his hand over the place, and recover the leper. 12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of
Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? may I not wash in them, and be clean? So
he turned and went away in a rage. 13 And his servants came near, and spake unto him,
and said, My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not
have done it? How much rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean?

 Hezekiah manifested unholy pride by displaying his resources to foreign representatives.

2 King 20:13 And Hezekiah hearkened unto them, and shewed them all the house of his
precious things, the silver, and the gold, and the spices, and the precious ointment, and
all the house of his armour, and all that was found in his treasures: there was nothing in
his house, nor in all his dominion, that Hezekiah shewed them not. 2 Chr 32:31 Howbeit
in the business of the ambassadors of the princes of Babylon, who sent unto him to
inquire of the wonder that was done in the land, God left him, to try him, that he might
know all that was in his heart. Isaiah 39:2 And Hezekiah was glad of them, and shewed
them the house of his precious things, the silver, and the gold, and the spices, and the
precious ointment, and all the house of his armour, and all that was found in his
treasures: there was nothing in his house, nor in all his dominion, that Hezekiah shewed
them not.

 The pride of Uzziah led him to offer an unacceptable sacrifice to the Lord.

2 Chronicles 26:16 16 But when he was strong, his heart was lifted up to his destruction:
for he transgressed against the LORD his God, and went into the temple of the LORD to
burn incense upon the altar of incense. 17 And Azariah the priest went in after him, and
with him fourscore priests of the LORD, that were valiant men: 18 And they withstood
Uzziah the king, and said unto him, It appertaineth not unto thee, Uzziah, to burn incense
unto the LORD, but to the priests the sons of Aaron, that are consecrated to burn incense:
go out of the sanctuary; for thou hast trespassed; neither shall it be for thine honour from
the LORD God.
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19 Then Uzziah was wroth, and had a censer in his hand to burn incense: and while he
was wroth with the priests, the leprosy even rose up in his forehead before the priests in
the house of the LORD, from beside the incense altar.

 The pride of Haman led to anger and a desire to kill the Jews as a race only to be
destroyed himself.

Esther 3:5 And when Haman saw that Mordecai bowed not, nor did him reverence, then
was Haman full of wrath.

Esther 5:11 And Haman told them of the glory of his riches, and the multitude of his
children, and all the things wherein the king had promoted him, and how he had
advanced him above the princes and servants of the king.

Esther 5:13 Yet all this availeth me nothing, so long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at
the king's gate.

Esther 6:6 So Haman came in. And the king said unto him, What shall be done unto the
man whom the king delighteth to honour? Now Haman thought in his heart, To whom
would the king delight to do honour more than to myself?

Esther 7:10 So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai.
Then was the king's wrath pacified.

 The King of Tyre was destroyed for his pride.

Ezekiel 28:2 Son of man, say unto the prince of Tyrus, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because
thine heart is lifted up, and thou hast said, I am a God, I sit in the seat of God, in the
midst of the seas; yet thou art a man, and not God, though thou set thine heart as the
heart of God:

 Nebuchadnezzar was proud of the works of his hands only to have it all taken from him.

Daniel 4:30 The king spake, and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the
house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty? 31
While the word was in the king's mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, saying, O king
Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The kingdom is departed from thee. 32 And they
shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field: they shall
make thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven times shall pass over thee, until thou know that
the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will. 33 The
same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: and he was driven from men,
and did eat grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs
were grown like eagles' feathers, and his nails like birds' claws.
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34 And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and
mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the most High, and I praised and
honoured him that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his
kingdom is from generation to generation: Daniel 5:20 But when his heart was lifted up,
and his mind hardened in pride, he was deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his
glory from him:

2. Pride is listed as one of the seven deadly sins.

 Proverbs 6:16 These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto
him: 17 A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, 18 An heart
that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, 19 A false
witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren.

3. God has warned His people that He will move to break the pride of their heart, no longer
answer their prayers or bless their labors.

 Leveticus 26:19 And I will break the pride of your power; and I will make your heaven as
iron, and your earth as brass.

 Psalms 18:27 For thou wilt save the afflicted people; but wilt bring down high looks.

4. Financial prosperty can lead to pride and a forgetting of the source of one’s wealth.

 Deuteronomy 8:11 Beware that thou forget not the LORD thy God, in not keeping his
commandments, and his judgments, and his statutes, which I command thee this day: 12
Lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built goodly houses, and dwelt therein;
13 And when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied,
and all that thou hast is multiplied; 14 Then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the
LORD thy God, which brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house of
bondage;

 Deuteronomy 8:17 And thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of mine hand
hath gotten me this wealth. 18 But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it is he
that giveth thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his covenant which he sware
unto thy fathers, as it is this day. 19 And it shall be, if thou do at all forget the LORD thy
God, and walk after other gods, and serve them, and worship them, I testify against you
this day that ye shall surely perish. 20 As the nations which the LORD destroyeth before
your face, so shall ye perish; because ye would not be obedient unto the voice of the
LORD your God.

5. Military conquest can lead to pride.

 1 King 20:11 And the king of Israel answered and said, Tell him, Let not him that girdeth
on his harness boast himself as he that putteth it off.



4

6. Job defended himself agains the pride of his three friends who came to comfort him. They
thought they knew why Job was suffering affliction but they did not.

 Job 12:2 2 No doubt but ye are the people, and wisdom shall die with you. 3 But I have
understanding as well as you; I am not inferior to you: yea, who knoweth not such things
as these?

 Job 13:2 What ye know, the same do I know also: I am not inferior unto you.

7. The heart of the wicked is characterized by pride due to finding clever ways to extract money
from the poor.

 Psalms 10:2 2 The wicked in his pride doth persecute the poor: let them be taken in the
devices that they have imagined. 3 For the wicked boasteth of his heart's desire, and
blesseth the covetous, whom the LORD abhorreth.

8. Pride will cause a person to not seek after God.

 Psalm 10:4 The wicked, through the pride of his countenance, will not seek after God:
God is not in all his thoughts. 5 His ways are always grievous; thy judgments are far
above out of his sight: as for all his enemies, he puffeth at them. 6 He hath said in his
heart, I shall not be moved: for I shall never be in adversity.

8. The ability to speak in a persuasive manner can lead to a pride that tries to shut out God.

 Psalms 12:4 Who have said, With our tongue will we prevail; our lips are our own: who
is lord over us?


