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Doctrine of the Oath

1. Because of the words of Jesus in Matthew 5, many believers think it is morally wrong to take
an oath even in a civil or religious matter.

 Matthew 5:33 Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt
not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths: 34 But I say unto you,
Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's throne: 35 Nor by the earth; for it is
his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King. 36 Neither shalt
thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not make one hair white or black. 37 But let
your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of
evil.

2. However, the oaths forbidden by the Lord were either needless or distorted personal oaths. In
order to give validity to a person’s words, religion was invoked.

3. The believer, our Lord taught, ought to be taken at his word, “Yes” or “No”, without having
to swear by an oath.

4. Further, it must be noted that Scripture records oaths in a positive way when properly taken.
Never should a vow or an oath be taken lightly nor in an unworthy manner such as
knowingly lie.

 Ecclesiastes 5:1 Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God, and be more ready to
hear, than to give the sacrifice of fools: for they consider not that they do evil. 2 Be not
rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter anything before God: for
God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few. 3 For a dream
cometh through the multitude of business; and a fool's voice is known by multitude of
words. 4 When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure
in fools: pay that which thou hast vowed. 5 Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than
that thou shouldest vow and not pay. 6 Suffer not thy mouth to cause thy flesh to sin;
neither say thou before the angel, that it was an error: wherefore should God be angry at
thy voice, and destroy the work of thine hands?

5. God will bless the person who gives an oath and remains faithful to his word, even if
personal loss is suffered.

 Psalms 15:4 In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but he honoureth them that fear
the Lord. He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not.
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6. There are several examples of individuals giving their oaths in the Bible according to gospel
terms.

 Abraham made Eliezer take an oath.

Genesis 24:2 And Abraham said unto his eldest servant of his house, that ruled over all
that he had, Put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh: 3 And I will make thee swear by
the Lord, the God of heaven, and the God of the earth, that thou shalt not take a wife unto
my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell: 4 But thou shalt go unto
my country, and to my kindred, and take a wife unto my son Isaac. 5 And the servant said
unto him, Peradventure the woman will not be willing to follow me unto this land: must I
needs bring thy son again unto the land from whence thou camest? 6 And Abraham said
unto him, Beware thou that thou bring not my son thither again. 7 The Lord God of
heaven, which took me from my father's house, and from the land of my kindred, and
which spake unto me, and that sware unto me, saying, Unto thy seed will I give this land;
he shall send his angel before thee, and thou shalt take a wife unto my son from thence. 8
And if the woman will not be willing to follow thee, then thou shalt be clear from this my
oath: only bring not my son thither again. 9 And the servant put his hand under the thigh
of Abraham his master, and sware to him concerning that matter.

 Jacob took an oath.

Genesis 28:18 And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put
for his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it. 19 And he
called the name of that place Bethel: but the name of that city was called Luz at the first.
20 And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way
that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, 21 So that I come again to
my father's house in peace; then shall the Lord be my God: 22 And this stone, which I
have set for a pillar, shall be God's house: and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely
give the tenth unto thee.

Genesis 31:44 Now therefore come thou, let us make a covenant, I and thou; and let it be
for a witness between me and thee. 45 And Jacob took a stone, and set it up for a pillar.
46 And Jacob said unto his brethren, Gather stones; and they took stones, and made an
heap: and they did eat there upon the heap. 47 And Laban called it Jegar-sahadutha: but
Jacob called it Galeed. 48 And Laban said, This heap is a witness between me and thee
this day. Therefore was the name of it called Galeed; 49 And Mizpah; for he said, The
Lord watch between me and thee, when we are absent one from another. 50 If thou shalt
afflict my daughters, or if thou shalt take other wives beside my daughters, no man is with
us; see, God is witness betwixt me and thee. 51 And Laban said to Jacob, Behold this
heap, and behold this pillar, which I have cast betwixt me and thee; 52 This heap be
witness, and this pillar be witness, that I will not pass over this heap to thee, and that
thou shalt not pass over this heap and this pillar unto me, for harm. 53 The God of
Abraham, and the God of Nahor, the God of their father, judge betwixt us. And Jacob
sware by the fear of his father Isaac.
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54 Then Jacob offered sacrifice upon the mount, and called his brethren to eat bread:
and they did eat bread, and tarried all night in the mount. 55 And early in the morning
Laban rose up, and kissed his sons and his daughters, and blessed them: and Laban
departed, and returned unto his place.

 Ruth took an oath.

Ruth 1:17 Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: the Lord do so to me,
and more also, if ought but death part thee and me.

7. Paul called upon God to be his witness.

 Romans 1:9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son,
that without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers;

 Romans 9:1 I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in
the Holy Ghost,

 2 Corinthians 1:23 Moreover I call God for a record upon my soul, that to spare you I
came not as yet unto Corinth.

 Galatians 1:20 Now the things which I write unto you, behold, before God, I lie not.

 Philippians 1:8 For God is my record, how greatly I long after you all in the bowels of
Jesus Christ.

8. In the book of the Revelation, John heard an angel in heaven taking an oath.

 Revelation 10:5 And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted
up his hand to heaven, 6 And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created
heaven, and the things that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and
the sea, and the things which are therein, that there should be time no longer:

9. The Lord Jesus himself testified under oath.

 Matthew 26:59 Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the council, sought false witness
against Jesus, to put him to death; 60 But found none: yea, though many false witnesses
came, yet found they none. At the last came two false witnesses, 61 And said, This fellow
said, I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to build it in three days. 62 And the high
priest arose, and said unto him, Answerest thou nothing? What is it which these witness
against thee? 63 But Jesus held his peace. And the high priest answered and said unto
him, I adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son
of God. 64 Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter
shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds
of heaven.
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10. The birth, life and ministry of Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of an oath God made to
Abraham.

 Luke 1:68 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and redeemed his
people, 69 And hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant
David; 70 As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, which have been since the
world began: 71 That we should be saved from our enemies, and from the hand of all that
hate us; 72 To perform the mercy promised to our fathers, and to remember his holy
covenant; 73 The oath which he sware to our father Abraham, 74 That he would grant
unto us, that we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies might serve him without
fear, 75 In holiness and righteousness before him, all the days of our life.

11. God himself gave his oath to strengthen his promise.

 Isaiah 45:22 Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and
there is none else. 23 I have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in
righteousness, and shall not return, That unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue
shall swear.

 Hebrews 6:13 For when God made promise to Abraham, because he could swear by no
greater, he sware by himself, 14 Saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying
I will multiply thee. 15 And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise.
16 For men verily swear by the greater: and an oath for confirmation is to them an end of
all strife. 17 Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the
immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath: 18 That by two immutable things, in
which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled
for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us:

12. It is not wrong to call God in as a witness by the taking of an oath as long as the truth is told

and the covenant or oath is kept thereby upholding His honor, virtue and integrity.

13. Because it is so easy for individuals to lie, the taking of an oath should be done rarely, or not

at all.

 James 5:12 But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, neither by

the earth, neither by any other oath: but let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye

fall into condemnation.


