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Doctrine of the Moral Law

The Case for the Moral Law Still Being in Effect

Jeremiah 31:31-34

“Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel,
and with the house of Judah: 32 Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in
the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant
they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the Lord: 33 But this shall be the
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the Lord, I will put my
law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my
people. 34 And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother,
saying, Know the Lord: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of
them, saith the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”

1. The law to which Jeremiah 31:33 refers may be identified as the Moral Law summarized in
the Ten Commandments. “But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of
Israel; After those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in
their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people.”

 Exodus 20:1 And God spake all these words, saying, 2 I am the Lord thy God, which have
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.

 First Commandment. Exodus 20:3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me.

 Second Commandment. Exodus 20:4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image,
or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or
that is in the water under the earth: 5 Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve
them: for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon
the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; 6 And shewing
mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments.

 Third Commandment. Exodus 20:7 Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in
vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.

 Fourth Commandment. Exodus 20:8 Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six
days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: 10 But the seventh day is the Sabbath of the
Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy
manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates:
11 For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and
rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it.

 Fifth Commandment. Exodus 20:12 Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may
be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.
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 Sixth Commandment. Exodus 20:13 Thou shalt not kill.

 Seventh Commandment. Exodus 20:14 Thou shalt not commit adultery.

 Eighth Commandment. Exodus 20:15 Thou shalt not steal.

 Ninth Commandment. Exodus 20:16 Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy
neighbour.

 Tenth Commandment. Exodus 20:17 Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou
shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox,
nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour's.

2. These Ten Commandments were written by the finger of God.

 Exodus 24:12 And the Lord said unto Moses, Come up to me into the mount, and be there:
and I will give thee tables of stone, and a law, and commandments which I have written;
that thou mayest teach them.

 Exodus 31:18 And he gave unto Moses, when he had made an end of communing with
him upon mount Sinai, two tables of testimony, tables of stone, written with the finger of
God.

 Exodus 34:1 And the Lord said unto Moses, Hew thee two tables of stone like unto the
first: and I will write upon these tables the words that were in the first tables, which thou
brakest.

 Deuteronomy 10:1 At that time the Lord said unto me, Hew thee two tables of stone like
unto the first, and come up unto me into the mount, and make thee an ark of wood. 2 And
I will write on the tables the words that were in the first tables which thou brakest, and
thou shalt put them in the ark.

 Deuteronomy 10:4 And he wrote on the tables, according to the first writing, the ten
commandments, which the Lord spake unto you in the mount out of the midst of the fire in
the day of the assembly: and the Lord gave them unto me.

3. The other facets of the Law, the Judicial and Ceremonial codex were written by Moses.

 Exodus 24:4 And Moses wrote all the words of the Lord, and rose up early in the
morning, and builded an altar under the hill, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve
tribes of Israel.
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 Exodus 34:10 And he said, Behold, I make a covenant: before all thy people I will do
marvels, such as have not been done in all the earth, nor in any nation: and all the people
among which thou art shall see the work of the Lord: for it is a terrible thing that I will
do with thee. 11 Observe thou that which I command thee this day: behold, I drive out
before thee the Amorite, and the Canaanite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, and the
Hivite, and the Jebusite. 12 Take heed to thyself, lest thou make a covenant with the
inhabitants of the land whither thou goest, lest it be for a snare in the midst of thee: 13
But ye shall destroy their altars, break their images, and cut down their groves: 14 For
thou shalt worship no other god: for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God:
15 Lest thou make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and they go a whoring
after their gods, and do sacrifice unto their gods, and one call thee, and thou eat of his
sacrifice; 16 And thou take of their daughters unto thy sons, and their daughters go a
whoring after their gods, and make thy sons go a whoring after their gods. 17 Thou shalt
make thee no molten gods. 18 The feast of unleavened bread shalt thou keep. Seven days
thou shalt eat unleavened bread, as I commanded thee, in the time of the month Abib: for
in the month Abib thou camest out from Egypt. 19 All that openeth the matrix is mine;
and every firstling among thy cattle, whether ox or sheep, that is male. 20 But the
firstling of an ass thou shalt redeem with a lamb: and if thou redeem him not, then shalt
thou break his neck. All the firstborn of thy sons thou shalt redeem. And none shall
appear before me empty. 21 Six days thou shalt work, but on the seventh day thou shalt
rest: in earing time and in harvest thou shalt rest. 22 And thou shalt observe the feast of
weeks, of the firstfruits of wheat harvest, and the feast of ingathering at the year's end. 23
Thrice in the year shall all your men children appear before the Lord God, the God of
Israel. 24 For I will cast out the nations before thee, and enlarge thy borders: neither
shall any man desire thy land, when thou shalt go up to appear before the Lord thy God
thrice in the year. 25 Thou shalt not offer the blood of my sacrifice with leaven; neither
shall the sacrifice of the feast of the Passover be left unto the morning. 26 The first of the
firstfruits of thy land thou shalt bring unto the house of the Lord thy God. Thou shalt not
seethe a kid in his mother's milk. 27 And the Lord said unto Moses, Write thou these
words: for after the tenor of these words I have made a covenant with thee and with
Israel.

4. The Law written on stone is promised to be rewritten in the New Covenant on the heart of all
the participants of the covenant. This is inferred in Jeremiah 31:33 and confirmed by the
apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 3:1-8.

 Jeremiah 31:33 But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel;
After those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in
their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people.

 2 Corinthians 3: 1 Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or need we, as some others,
epistles of commendation to you, or letters of commendation from you? 2 Ye are our
epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all men: 3 Forasmuch as ye are
manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but
with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart. 4
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And such trust have we through Christ to God-ward: 5 Not that we are sufficient of
ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God;

6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the New Testament; not of the letter, but of the
spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. 7 But if the ministration of death,
written and engraven in stones, was glorious, so that the children of Israel could not
steadfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory of his countenance; which glory was to
be done away: 8 How shall not the ministration of the spirit be rather glorious?

5. In contrast to the Moral Law written on tables of stone, the Judicial Law of Israel was not
written.

 Exodus 24:12 And the Lord said unto Moses, Come up to me into the mount, and be there:
and I will give thee tables of stone, and a law, and commandments which I have written;
that thou mayest teach them.

 Exodus 24:3 And Moses came and told the people all the words of the Lord, and all the
judgments: and all the people answered with one voice, and said, All the words which the
Lord hath said will we do. 4 And Moses wrote all the words of the Lord, and rose up
early in the morning, and builded an altar under the hill, and twelve pillars, according to
the twelve tribes of Israel.

 Exodus 24:7 And he took the book of the covenant, and read in the audience of the people:
and they said, All that the Lord hath said will we do, and be obedient.


