
1

Doctrine of Eternal Security

1. The Doctrine of Eternal Security contends the Bible declares that once a person is saved or
born again the soul is always saved.

2. The work of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit guarantees the security of
the believer.

3. The Father works for the salvation of souls for salvation is His plan and program.

 Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according to his purpose. 29 For whom he did foreknow, he
also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the
firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also
called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also
glorified.

 Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed
us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 4 According as he hath
chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without
blame before him in love: 5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by
Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 To the praise of the
glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 7 In whom we have
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his
grace; 8 Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; 9 Having
made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he
hath purposed in himself: 10 That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might
gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on
earth; even in him: 11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being
predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of
his own will.

 Ephesians 2:7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace
in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.

4. The features of the Fathers plan of salvation are distinct.

 The Father has predestinated [marked out beforehand] all those He foreknew [loved with
an intimate love] to be conformed to the image of Christ. Romans 8:29 For whom he did
foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might
be the firstborn among many brethren.

 The Father has accepted all those whom He has pre-determined to receive eternal life to
be in Christ. Ephesians 1:6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made
us accepted in the beloved. Colossians 3:3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with
Christ in God.
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5. The believer has as much right to be in heaven as Christ does, for he is in Christ.

6. The Father has planned to call, justify, and glorify all those appointed to be accepted in
Christ.

 Romans 8:30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he
called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.

7. Glorification will take place at the Second Advent of Christ.

 1 Corinthians 15:51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all
be changed, 52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 For
this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So
when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed
up in victory.

8. In Romans 8:30 Paul puts the word in the past tense because in God’s sight the believer is
already glorified in heaven with Christ. This is the strongest verse in the Bible on eternal
security.

 Romans 8:30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he
called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.

9. The Father will gather together all those in Christ in the fullness of time.

 Ephesians 1:10 That in the dispensation of the fullness of times he might gather together
in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in
him.

10. The Father will one day display those He has gathered in Christ as trophies of His grace
throughout eternity.

 Ephesians 2:7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace
in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.

11. The security of the believer is assured because of the power of the Father.

 John 10:29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to
pluck them out of my Father's hand.
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 Romans 4:21 And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to
perform.

 1 Corinthians 1:8 Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the
fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord (cf. Eph. 3:20; Phil. 1:6; 2 Tim. 1:12; 4:18;
Heb. 7:25; 1 Pet. 1:5; Jude 24).

12. The security of the believer is assured because of the love of the Father.

 Romans 5:7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good
man some would even dare to die. 8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, being now justified by
his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. 10 For if, when we were enemies,
we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we
shall be saved by his life. 11 And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement.

 Romans 8:31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be
against us? 32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall
he not with him also freely give us all things? 33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of
God's elect? It is God that justifieth.

13. The security of the believer is assured because of the faithfulness of God the Father and God
the Son.

 Hebrews 12:2-3, 2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the
joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the
right hand of the throne of God. 3 For consider him that endured such contradiction of
sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.

14. The security of the believer is assured because of the Father’s faithfulness in chastening His
own.

 Hebrews 12: 4 Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin.5 And ye have
forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not
thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: 6 For whom the
Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 7 If ye endure
chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father
chasteneth not? 8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are
ye bastards, and not sons. 9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which
corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection
unto the Father of spirits, and live? 10 For they verily for a few days chastened us after
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their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness. 11
Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless
afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised
thereby.

15. As God the Father works to secure the salvation of soul so God the Son works as well.

 The believer is secure because of the promises Jesus Christ has made.

John 5:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him
that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed
from death unto life.

John 6:37 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I
will in no wise cast out.

John 10:27-28 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 28 And I
give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them
out of my hand.

 The believer is secure because of the prayer of Christ for His own.

John 17:9 I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given
me; for they are thine. 10 And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified
in them. 11 And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to
thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that
they may be one, as we are. 12 While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy
name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of
perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled.

John 17:15 I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou
shouldest keep them from the evil.

John 17:20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me
through their word.

 The believer is secure because of the death Jesus died.

Isaiah 53:5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are
healed. 11 He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge
shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.
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Matthew 26:28 For this is my blood of the New Testament, which is shed for many for

the remission of sins.

John 19:30 When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and

he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.

In the death of Christ the law of double jeopardy is brought into view. This law states that
a man cannot be tried or punished twice for the same crime. Through His death Christ
was punished for the sins of the elect. By accepting him as Savior a sinner receives the
forgiveness that comes when a sin debt is paid. However, if a person must still eventually
pay for their own sin in hell because there was a fall from grace prior to death then the
righteous Judge of the universe becomes guilty of breaking the law of double jeopardy.

 The believer is secure because of the resurrection of Christ.

Romans 6:3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were
baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that
like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of
his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: 6 Knowing this, that our old
man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we
should not serve sin. 7 For he that is dead is freed from sin. 8 Now if we be dead with
Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: 9 Knowing that Christ being raised
from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. 10 For in that he
died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God.

Colossians 2:12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through
the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. 13 And you, being
dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with
him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances
that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his
cross; 15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly,
triumphing over them in it.

 The believer is secure because of the present ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ on behalf
of His own.

 Christ serves as an advocate [defense attorney] in heaven on behalf of those who are
to be the heirs of salvation.

Romans 8:34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen
again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.
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Hebrews 9:24 For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are
the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us.

1 John 2:1 My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any
man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.

 Christ serves as a great intercessor in heaven for His own.

John 17 These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the
hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: 2 As thou hast given
him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given
him. 3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom thou hast sent. 4 I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work
which thou gavest me to do. 5 And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self
with the glory which I had with thee before the world was. 6 I have manifested thy name
unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest
them me; and they have kept thy word. 7 Now they have known that all things whatsoever
thou hast given me are of thee. 8 For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest
me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and
they have believed that thou didst send me. 9 I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but
for them which thou hast given me; for they are thine. 10 And all mine are thine, and
thine are mine; and I am glorified in them. 11 And now I am no more in the world, but
these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name
those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are. 12 While I was with
them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and
none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13 And
now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy
fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them,
because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 15 I pray not that thou
shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. 16
They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them through thy
truth: thy word is truth. 18 As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent
them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be
sanctified through the truth. 20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which
shall believe on me through their word; 21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art
in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou
hast sent me. 22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be
one, even as we are one: 23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in
one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou
hast loved me. 24 Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me
where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst
me before the foundation of the world. 25 O righteous Father, the world hath not known
thee: but I have known thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me. 26 And I have
declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved
me may be in them, and I in them.
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Romans 8:34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen
again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.

Hebrews 7:23 And they truly were many priests, because they were not suffered to
continue by reason of death: 24 But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an
unchangeable priesthood. 25 Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that
come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.

Romans 5:10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of
his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.”

The apostle Paul presents a most glorious truth. As Jesus Christ died to save sinners so
He will live to secure their salvation intact. Because of this ongoing redemption process
Christ becomes the author of eternal salvation.

Hebrews 5:9 And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all
them that obey him.

16. In harmony with God the Father and God the Son, God the Holy Spirit works to secure the
salvation of the believer.

 The Holy Spirit is the agent of regeneration. It is the Holy Spirit who imparts new life
into those who are born again. The believer has no confidence in the flesh to produce or
to sustain life. His confidence is in the Holy Spirit.

John 3:3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can
a man be born when he is old? Can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and
be born? 5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the
flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Marvel not that I said unto
thee, Ye must be born again.

Titus 3:5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy
he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost.

James 1:18 Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of
firstfruits of his creatures.

1 Peter 1:23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word
of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.
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17. When the Holy Spirit regenerates the soul there is a new nature that has an inclination to do
what God wants done.

 The assurance and security of the believer is cemented in a spiritual baptism into the
body of Christ. So identified is the believer with the person and work of Christ that He
becomes, in mystical marital language, part of the body of Christ, ”bone of His bone and
flesh of His flesh.”

Romans 6:3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were
baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that
like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life.

1 Corinthians 12:13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be
Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one
Spirit.

Galatians 3:27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

Ephesians 4:4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of
your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism.

Colossians 2:12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through
the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.

 To make certain the believer is secure in salvation for time and eternity the Holy Spirit
indwells the soul. Many passages teach the present indwelling ministry of the Holy Spirit
in the life of the Christian.

John 7:37 In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any
man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. 38 He that believeth on me, as the scripture
hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 39 (But this spake he of the
Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet
given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)

John 14:16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he
may abide with you for ever.

Romans 8:9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God
dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

1 Corinthians 2:12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which
is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.
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1 Corinthians 3:16 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God
dwelleth in you?

1 Corinthians 6:19 What? Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost
which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?

1 John 3:24 And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And
hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.

 To make certain the believer is secure in salvation for time and eternity the Holy Spirit
pledges Himself and seals the believer until the day of redemption. The day of
redemption refers to the Second Coming of Christ as per Acts 1:11 and Hebrews 9:28.

Ephesians 1:13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel
of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit
of promise, 14 Which is the earnest [pledge] of our inheritance until the redemption of
the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.

2 Corinthians 1:22 Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our
hearts.

2 Corinthians 5:5 Now he that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also
hath given unto us the earnest of the Spirit.

Ephesians 4:30 And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the
day of redemption.

Acts 1:11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this
same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye
have seen him go into heaven.

Hebrews 9:28 So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that
look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.

 To make certain the believer is secure in salvation for time and eternity the Holy Spirit
strengthens the believer.

Ephesians 3:16 That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be
strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man;
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 To make certain the believer is secure in salvation for time and eternity the Holy Spirit
prays for the believer.

Romans 8:26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we
should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with
groanings which cannot be uttered.


