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Doctrine of Covenant Theology

Covenant of Redemption

1. The reason why theologians speak of covenantal theology is because, in the Bible, the whole
plan of redemption is expressed in covenantal language which includes three parts.

 Two parties.
 A promises.
 Provisions or obligations for each party.

2. There are three chief covenants to be viewed in Scripture.

Special Note.
The concept of covenant in society is well established. Our form of government has been
called a “social contract” that involves the consent of the governed. Marriage is a contract
between a man and a woman with obligations for each person. Business contracts, called
Industrial Contracts, are often in the news as labor and management resolve differences.

 Covenant of Redemption. This covenant was made between God the Father, God the Son,
and God the Holy Spirit from eternity past regarding the plan of salvation. The Father
planned redemption, the Son executed the plan of the Father, and the Holy Spirit
implements what the Father has planned and the Son has executed.

Father. John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

Son. John 12:32 And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.

Spirit. John 3:8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but
canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the
Spirit.

 Covenant of Works. As the Covenant of Redemption is revealed to mankind, it takes the
form in a Covenant of Works made with Adam, and his descendants, in the Garden of
Eden. Created in innocence, Adam was to be confirmed in righteousness by obedience to
the known will of God. If Adam obeyed God, he would live.

Genesis 2:16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden
thou mayest freely eat: 17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt
not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.

Adam, as a Federal Representative of all humanity failed to keep the Covenant of Works
and so plunged himself, and humanity, into the depths of human despair. Adam’s act of
disobedience is known as The Fall. Adam’s sin brought shame and death.
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Romans 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and
so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

The Covenant of Works has never been rescinded. Jesus came to fulfill the Law.

Matthew 5:17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not
come to destroy, but to fulfil.

By fulfilling the Law, Christ became a perfect Saviour and Substitute to bear the pain and
penalty of those who have not kept the Law.

John 1:29 The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin of the world.

By fulfilling the Law, by becoming a Substitute for sinners, the righteousness of Christ
can be, and is, imputed to those who are the heirs of salvation.

Romans 4:23 Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; 24
But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our
Lord from the dead; 25 Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our
justification.

There is another reason why the Covenant of Works is still in force, and that is, this
Covenant becomes the basis of condemnation for all who reject Jesus Christ as personal
Saviour. The Bible declares that no man can be justified by the works of the law.

Galatians 2:16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the
faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by
the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no
flesh be justified.

Nevertheless, individuals do not believe this, and sincerely think they can be saved by
their own good works. Multitudes of non-religious people, and religious people in
Judaism, Catholicism, Hinduism, and certain groups within Protestantism, demand that
they be judged according to their good works.

One day God will allow that to happen.

Revelation 20:12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books
were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were
judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. 13
And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead
which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.
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14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And
whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.

Any person who is relying on their ability to keep a Covenant of Works and earn or
deserve salvation based on their own merits will be judged on that basis. But their names
will not be found in the Book of Life.

Ephesians 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is
the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.

 Covenant of Grace. If all of humanity has been marred by The Fall, if no one within
humanity can be saved by keeping a Covenant of Works, how is a person to be
redeemed? Is there no hope? Is there no balm in Gilead? There is hope, and it is found in
the Covenant of Grace. In matchless grace the love of God found a way to satisfy the
justice of God so that the grace of God could be made manifest.

Romans 5:8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us.

Every man, woman, and child, can be saved, not by the works of the law, not by trying to
keep a Covenant of Works, but by faith alone, in Christ alone, through grace alone. The
condition of the Covenant of Grace is met when a sinner bows before Jesus Christ as
Lord and Saviour, and places their trust in the Son of God. The promise is given.
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house” (Acts 16:31).
“But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to
them that believe on his name” (John 1:12).

Every person must abandon all hope of entering into heaven through their works. Souls
are saved by the mercy and grace of our great God through faith in His dear Son, Jesus
Christ, the Lord.

3. While God did not have to make a covenant with Adam and his prodigy, He did, and our
hearts should bow in humility and thanksgiving for God’s graciousness.

4. The first sign of hope that God would be gracious to Adam and his prodigy, who are
covenant breakers, is found in the Garden of Eden. This is called the protoevangelium, or the
first mention of the gospel. God promised a Saviour.

 Genesis 3:15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed
and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.

5. Jesus Christ is the fulfilment of this promise given to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.
Because of His good work, Christ, as the new Adam, the last Adam, accomplished what the
first Adam could not accomplish.
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 Romans 5:19 For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the
obedience of one shall many be made righteous.

6. While the Covenant of Grace is distinguished from the Covenant of Works, the two are not
divorced but united in the Person and work of Jesus Christ so that in the end, the Covenant of
Works is established.

7. Every soul that is saved is saved by the alien righteousness of Another, Jesus Christ, who
perfectly kept the Covenant of Works, in order to bring many souls to salvation.

8. All of the benefits of the Covenant of Works are received because of God, due to the
Covenant of Grace, because in eternity past, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy
Spirit united together to formulate the Covenant of Redemption. To God be the glory!


