
CERTIFICATE OF CHURCH HISTORY

Program Description
The Certificate in Church History Studies is a program designed to give you an understanding of
the history of the Christian Church. This certificate program uses Dr. Stanford Murrell’s Church
history series A Glorious Institution: The Church in History and A New Covenant in Christ. This
program is well suited for pastors, Sunday school teachers, missionaries, Christian leaders and
ministry workers.

Book 1: Part 1: When the Church Was Young A.D. 33-754. Focuses on the early growth of the
Christian Church as it developed from a small assembly of believers in Jerusalem, to become a
vast spiritual kingdom touching the lives of millions around the world. Part one includes the
Church's beginnings, its miraculous spread, its sufferings, the early heresies and creeds of faith,
and the spread of Islam.

Part 2: The Church in the Middle Ages A.D. 754-1517. The history of the Church from the days
of Charlemagne to the dawn of the Reformation. It was during this period which historians call
the Middle Ages that the Church divided in two--forming an "Eastern Church" and a "Western
Church". Part two includes the increasing power of the Papacy, the politics of mixing with the
State, the rise of monasticism, the Crusades, heresies, the Inquisition, and attempts at reform.

Book 2: Part 3: The Reformation and Its Aftermath 1517-1648. Observes the tremendous
upheaval in the history of the Church. Brave men were transforming the spiritual Church into
conformity with God's inerrant Word in deliberate departure from the traditions of men. It is an
unfolding drama, not just historical facts. First we live with Luther through his increasing
conviction that sparked the Reformation in Germany. Then we see Zwingli, Calvin, and Farel in
Switzerland lay a strong basis for further reform—at great cost. We are swept along with the
spread of the flame to France, The Netherlands, and Scotland under Knox. In England, we are
confronted by the incredible struggle for supremacy between popes, monarchs, and ideas. We see
the forces of Counter-Reformation in the Catholic Church, concluding with the Council of Trent.
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Part 4: The Church in the Modern Age 1648-1900s. Details the account of the incredible
difficulty man has when given freedom to study the scriptures to avoid false doctrines springing
out of pride and greed. New religious movements departed from the historic creeds of
Christendom in favor of personal revelation and individual interpretations. Nevertheless, our
God reigns, and there were Great Awakenings as the Holy Spirit revived true Christianity
repeatedly and brought evangelical missions movements worldwide. Though it faces real
challenges, the Church Triumphant continues to grow and to be a blessing to the world.

Book 3: A New Covenant in Christ. Provides an historical overview of the New Testament.


